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John 4:1-26

Therefore, when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John2 (though Jesus Himself did not baptize, but His disciples),3 He left Judea and departed again to Galilee.4 But He needed to go through Samaria.5 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.6 Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour.7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.”8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.9 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water?12 “Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?”13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again,14 “but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.”17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’18 “for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke truly.”19 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.20 “Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father.22 “You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him.24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”25 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.”26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”


Is there to much clutter in our Christian lives?

More and more little rules and regulations to govern every small detail of life.  None of them in the Bible.  None of them given by our Lord Jesus.  Historically what has happened to the effort in North America to restore New Testament Christianity is what has happened to every other Christian movement.  A spiritual hardening of the arteries.

What does the Bible say about dressing up at Halloween?

Christmas children program?

Christmas tree?

Singing songs by non Christian writers?

Having a performance in a church building.   .Nothing!  Wait I'm not done yet.  Having a performance in a church building by people who are not Christian?  Nothing

Renting from other groups to hold our camps assemblies etc......

When the church of Christ in Minsk was suspended because of non registration compliance they meet at a different time in a rented denomational building Of course I didn't go because I did not want support denomationalism.

That is in the Bible isn't it?

Consider the Jew in Jesus day.  By the time Jesus walked this earth the Jews had turned their sweet and beautiful religion into a tangled web of regulations and rules.... All of which could be kept without ever touching the heart.

A rule or law in the books of Moses sometimes needed a clarification, therefore some teacher of the law would develop an additional rule or law to define what the first law meant for a particular situation.   There new laws were called traditions.  At first they were understood to be recommendations for a safe way to keep the law of Moses.  The next generation however took those traditions as more than recommendations  They became :The way things are"... They became LAWS.

For instance, keeping the Sabbath meant doing no work.   So.... How far could you walk and still not be working on the Sabbath?    The teachers came up with an answer.... 1/8 of a mile.  At first men followed these traditional laws as good examples.

Later teachers came up with exceptions to their own traditions even to the point of violating (legally) the very law they were supposed to be keeping.    Now instead of a Jew not being allowed to walk over an 1/8 of a mile on the Sabbath he could place something from his home along the route he wished to walk on his property about 1/8 of a mile apart.  This way he could come to a shoe, or a shirt from his house and say that this was his home then he was free to walk another short distance to another object saying the same thing.  In this way a man could travel all over his farm on the Sabbath.

W@hat the teachers of the law overlooked and what most Jews were unaware of when Jesus appeared was the original purpose for having the Sabbath.  Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath and people were shocked.... How dare anyone "work" on the Sabbath.

Of course Jesus never broke the Sabbath by healing someone.  He was closer to the source of that law that those Jews around him.  He understood it is never wrong to do good on the Sabbath.

We may shake our heads and say silly people how could they miss something so plain?

Ya think?    I have been places where it would cause a major melt down if the order in the bulletin was not followed to the letter.  Assembly ran over 10 minutes.  Or started on time.

Change the way we do the Lord's Supper.

We need to be very careful we do not condemn someone for doing good just because they do it differently.  

It is the easiest thing in the world to be religious even super religious but lack the necessary love to recognize and accept the Son of God or anyone who comes in his name.

We need to remain close to the source if you look a fresh at what he taught we will begin to understand that this is no religion.  Jesus was not a religious person.

Jesus did not die for the sake of religion he died for the sake of a relationship

John 13:34

34 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.

 Can you imagine a new groom loving his new wife in a religious manner?

"O.K. it's time to hug you now that is what the book says to do.  This is the way it is supposed to be done.

Three times a week for no more than an hour.

Oh yea I have to sing a song for you where is that pitch pipe (the book never said whether I can have music or not lets be safe and do things in order)

Where is that song book?

Do you feel the love?

There are no rules in a love relationship except the rule of love other rules are unnecessary.

The only rule of worship Jesus gave was that it is now a matter of Spirit and Truth.  Search the Bible this week find ANYTHING ANYTHING ANYTHING else Jesus said about worship.  (he didn't need to if we "get" the one thing he said.)

The men who began this idea in North America to just go back to the Bible gave us so much and we truly do stand on the shoulders of men who went before us.

However..... everything is not a law.

The idea that if it is not in the book you can not do it   means anything not directly mentioned in the Bible had to be sinful.

RELATIONSHIP.....friends.... Sons of God

Romans 8:1

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

 Our relationship with God and with each other should be uninhibited and spontaneous like little children for their father.

Just like in the marriage or in a family where rules and rule books are never needed to explain how love is expressed so it is with our relationship with God  All things are lawful.......

1 Corinthians 6:12

12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.

1 Corinthians 10:23

23 All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful; all things are lawful for me, but not all things edify.

Titus 1:15

15 To the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled.

Prefect order is found only in grave yards.  Families that are full of love are also full of noise and happiness

2 Samuel 6:14

14 Then David danced before the Lord with all his might; and David was wearing a linen ephod.

Where in the world was his example for that?

He needed no rule or law to worship God and neither do we

The very desire to please God and to obey all his commandments is the very thing that has led us to dull and sterile lives

If our relationship with God is based on love we will dance before him.  What person redeemed from death and given eternal life could contain them selves and not dance before him out of sheer joy and happiness.  At the very least that person could stand before him with upraised arms praying and singing his praise.

If you really love the Lord Now is the time to show it....
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