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“Recognize God”

How to Have a Happy New Year

Luke 3:15-22

15 Now as the people were in expectation, and all reasoned in their hearts about John, whether he was the Christ or not,16 John answered, saying to all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but One mightier than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.17 “His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire.”18 And with many other exhortations he preached to the people.19 But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him concerning Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done,20 also added this, above all, that he shut John up in prison.

21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased.”

Recognize God

It doesn’t matter what age or stage of life you’re in, the arrival of a new year is a time for reflection and personal evaluation. The usual list for most of us include things like getting in shape, or to stop smoking, or to finally take that trip you’ve been wanting to take for so many years.  Since we’re already a week into the new year, have some of those resolutions already be broken?

At his baptism Jesus is praying – (that’s an important detail when it comes to recognizing God.) 

Then Luke tells us heaven was opened up. Then the Bible says the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus in bodily form like a dove. In case anyone missed all the other signs, a voice comes from heaven publicly identifying Jesus, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22).

Matthew 28:20 just before he ascended back into heaven, “And lo, I am with you always.” 

But it’s often difficult to recognize God’s presence in the blur our lives can be. 

I know asking you to begin your new year by recognizing God  is a difficult proposition at best. 

I know this because I’m a full time Evangelist and my “job” is God. Every morning, every week, in season and out of season my job is to be God’s paid ambassador here on earth promoting, teaching, healing in his name, loving,..... everything in my “bosses” name, God. 

But in the week just ended, the first week of the year, I found myself in a swirl of activity, call it “godstuff” if you will, and even in the midst of that I found myself making decisions without prayer. 

I found myself doing things in my own strength. 

I found myself getting angry and saying things I shouldn’t. 

I found myself being callous and indifferent to situations where I should have been much more sensitive. 

I found myself being far too interested in things that have nothing to do with kingdom work.

What I’m trying to say is I know it’s difficult for you all to recognize God because it’s so difficult for me and God is my job! 

You have other jobs and commitments I don’t have. 

You don’t have the luxury I do of spending all the time you want in Bible Study and prayer. 

Moses was tending his sheep in the land of Midian when he came upon a burning bush. Moses moved closer to check it out and he heard the voice of God speaking to him about his people and their need to be delivered from the land of Egypt.  God told Moses to take off his sandals because he was standing on holy ground............... Moses had been tending sheep in that area for forty years. How many times do you think he’d passed that very spot? 

How many times had he stood in that exact place. And now God tells him the ground is holy? 

Has the ground been holy the whole time and Moses is just becoming aware of it for the first time? 

Do you and I walk on holy ground all the time, but we’re moving so fast or returning so many calls and writing emails that we miss it?

Remember Jacob’s ladder. Jacob lays down to sleep and he dreams and in his dream he sees a ladder with angels ascending and descending on it.   Remember Jacob’s words after his dream? “Surely God is in this place and I wasn’t aware of it.”

Could it be that God is all around us and we never notice Him? 

Is he trying to get our attention? 

Shouldn’t we do all within our power to recognize God?

I.   LOOK FOR HIM
Remember “Where’s Waldo?” a series of very busy pictures on each page and somewhere on each one there was a little picture of this character named Waldo. 

You don’t just sit down and immediately find Waldo when you look at the picture he’s in. 

He’s there all right, but it takes patience, it takes slowing down and carefully looking over the picture to find him. 

The same thing applies as we look for God. Moses was probably planning on walking right on by the burning bush, but the Bible says he turned aside to go check out the bush – he investigated it, it was only then when the Lord saw that he had gone over to look that he called to Moses from within the bush (Ex. 3:3-4). 

The good news is that God isn’t hiding – he’s not being coy with us trying to do all he can to remain undetected. Like Waldo, God is there all along, just waiting for us to slow down enough and to look carefully enough to be seen.

The best way to find Waldo was to look for his distinctive blue pants, red and white sweater and his beanie cap. 

You’ve got to believe God exists in order to find him. Hebrews 11:6 says, “…without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 

 Deuteronomy 4:29 says, “But if you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you look for him with all your heart and all your soul.” 

We can’t expect to glance around half-heartedly and find him – we’ve got to seek him with our whole heart.

II. LEAVE YOUR EXPECTATIONS BEHIND
Many times we miss God in the world around us because of preconceived notions of who God is, what he might be up to in the world, and where we might find him. 

Unfortunately a lot of people think God is all about rules and regulations (law). They believe God is a kill joy. 

Do this…don’t do that. 

John 10:10 “I have come that you may have life, and have it to the full!” Abundant, full life is what Jesus is all about. 

The first miracle Jesus performed was at a wedding feast. You could say Jesus was the life of the party. Remember what he did?

Was it 

a) Restored a man’s sight

b) Fed a big crowd or

c) Brewed up a few barrels of wine

We need to leave our expectations behind.

Jesus’ biggest problem being accepted in his own time was he didn’t do the things folks expected a religious leader – a Messiah – to do. 

If you want to see God, you may have more luck doing so down at the bus terminal in Toledo, where the least, the last and the lost congregate, than you will at some fancy church somewhere. We need to stop being so quick to judge and classify who is “in” and who is “out.”

If you want to see Jesus, you’ve got to go to the places Jesus himself hung out. God help us in 2008 if we can’t get past stereotypes and somebody else’s’ interpretation of the Word of God. Get in there and dig around yourself  and you might be very surprised.

III. LOSE YOURSELF IN LOVE
Matt 16:25 “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.” 

We’ve simply got to get ourselves out of the way if we want to see God.   

It is the difference in a mirror and a window. I mean, let’s admit it, for most of us our favorite topic of all is ourselves. 

Everything we do revolves around us – it’s like we spend our time looking in a mirror at ourselves and our needs. 

Instead, the looking we do must be through a window, specifically the window of God’s love.  (parable of the talents) 

We must learn to see the world through his eyes.

Want to see God? Go to the places you’d least expect God to be, go and express the love of God and just watch, God will show up – actually he won’t “show up,” he’s already there….like Waldo…you’ll just finally be able to recognize him.

Seek God in 08 seek him and recognize him. Look for him. Leave your expectations behind about him. 

Lose yourself in love, and you’ll see God.

