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Your Gift

1cor 12:1-11............Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant:2 You know that you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols, however you were led.3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit,9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit,10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.



“Now Concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.” 1 Corinthians 12:1

How to have a Happy New Year.

If you really want to have a great year, you should consider making some changes.

1. Last week we said recognize God, change #1

 This week 2. recognize your gift ,change #2 

“Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.” 

It seems as though there was a lot of misinformation circulating about spiritual gifts in the church in Corinth. So in this letter Paul addresses the issue. 

I.  “What we need to know about spiritual gifts.” 

II. “Why we need to realize our spiritual gifts.” 

I.  “What we need to know about spiritual gifts.” 

A spiritual gift (charismata) is a special ability (empowerment, enablement) given by God to every believer to serve and to minister, in order to strengthen the Church.

There are four things we need to know about spiritual gifts Variety of Gifts

There are many different kinds of spiritual gifts 

God likes variety. 

There’s not a comprehensive list of spiritual gifts to be found anywhere in Scripture. There are three key passages in the New Testament on spiritual gifts (Rom. 12; 1 Cor. 12; Eph. 4) containing about twenty or so different gifts. But even within those passages there are discrepancies. So don’t get hung up on what the specific gifts are, just understand that there are a variety of them.

Given by God

They all come from God.  “Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone…” (skip over to verse 11) “All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” There are a variety of spiritual gifts, but they all have one source: God. 

Enablements bestowed upon us, gifts given to us by God himself.

Every Christian Has at Least One

 verse 11, “All these are activated by one and the same Spirit (they come from God), who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.” 

You may not realize what your gift is, but the Bible says you have at least one. Each of us needs to discover our spiritual gift.  We need to be acting on that giftedness, living it out. 

Spiritual Gifts are Given to Strengthen Others

vs7, “To each (there again, we all got one) is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good...........” 

for the common good.................To strengthen others. 

Not bestowed to be hoarded. 

That’s really what we need to know about spiritual gifts: there’s a variety of them, 

they all come from God, 

every child of the King has at least one, 

they are given for the common good, 

II. Why you Need to Realize your Spiritual Gift

Isaiah 62:1-5

For Zion’s sake I will not hold My peace, 

1 And for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 

Until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

And her salvation as a lamp that burns.

2 The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, 

And all kings your glory. 

You shall be called by a new name, 

Which the mouth of the Lord will name.

3 You shall also be a crown of glory 

In the hand of the Lord, 

And a royal diadem 

In the hand of your God.

4 You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, 

Nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; 

But you shall be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah; 

For the Lord delights in you, 

And your land shall be married.

5 For as a young man marries a virgin, 

So shall your sons marry you; 

And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 

So shall your God rejoice over you.



 Isaiah 62:1-5, Psalm 36:5-10, and John chapter 2 verses 1-11.

Because The Lord Delights in You

“…the Lord delights in you” (Is. 62:4).............. 

The Lord delights in you.............. Let that sink in for a moment. 

There is little in this world that delights me more than Mary Jo.

 Delight is much deeper than love,... it’s much deeper;..... deeper and wider. ......It’s hard to explain.

Truth is, we can’t even fathom the depth of delight God feels about us.

 All our human examples of it fail. 

The best Isaiah could do was to liken it to one’s wedding day, when the skies are clearer and the air is cleaner and there is apparently nothing ahead but promise and bliss.

But what does the fact that God delights in us have to do with spiritual gifts? 

When you delight in someone you wish only the best for that person. 

Nothing pleases you more,...... not even your own success or pleasure, than they’re succeeding and their living out their life as God intended. 

I feel that way about my own children. Why shouldn’t God feel that way about me. 

We should discover, embrace, and live out our spiritual giftedness because when we do God is "putting our pictures on his frige." 

Delighting in us as he sees things on earth happening like he created and intended them to work. We want Him to delight in us. We want to please Him in every way.

Because He Is Our Fountain of Life and Light

Psalm 36:5-10

5 Your mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; 

Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

6 Your righteousness is like the great mountains; 

Your judgments are a great deep; 

O Lord, You preserve man and beast.

7 How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! 

Therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of Your wings.

8 They are abundantly satisfied with the fullness of Your house, 

And You give them drink from the river of Your pleasures.

9 For with You is the fountain of life; 

In Your light we see light.

10 Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, 

And Your righteousness to the upright in heart.



Water (fountains) and light........... Both are essential for life to exist.  

Certain things suck the life out of me. 

Other things seem to pump new life into me.

Being stuck in traffic sucks the life out of me, so do pushy, rude people.  

 Other things seem to fill me with energy and new life: things like the Lord's Supper ......going somewhere I've never been,  being used in ways that I have no doubt were from God. 

There’s just something about getting on God’s wavelength that seems to make living so much easier, everything seems lighter, clearer, and less burdensome. It puts a bounce in our step. There’s a freedom there that you don’t sense any other time.

What I’m trying to say is that a lot of people are walking around “thirsty” and “stumbling around in the dark” because they aren’t living out their giftedness from God. 

Instead of “feasting on the abundance of God’s house” (Is. 62:8) and “drinking from the river of His delights”  we are accepting  substitutes.

 Instead of enjoying the fullness of life God intended for us (John 10:10) we go around hungry and thirsty, bumping into things in the dark. I ask you, Why would we ignore our giftedness and fail to enjoy God’s fountain of life and his light that lights up the world when He stands there today, offering these gifts to us?

We are still working on

Why you Need to Realize your Spiritual Gift
Because It Glorifies God and Helps Others Believe

In John 2 Jesus performs his first miracle, turning water into wine. 

And there, in vs 11 “Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.” 

God’s ultimate aim in giving us spiritual gifts is that His glory might be revealed and that people might come to believe in him through the faithful exercise of those gifts. 

Jesus turns water into wine and in doing so God received glory and his disciples believed in him.

When it comes right down to it, the goal of all our activities should be to bring glory to God. 

Let’s make doing this a priority.

The more we do this, the more opportunities God will give us to exercise our faith and our giftedness. 

The Bible says every child of the King has certain abilities which the Holy Spirit has given and which He wants us to use to strengthen others. 

One of the greatest joys in life is to discover what those gifts are and then to pour yourself into others by the exercise of these gifts. 

Therefore…

Let’s Recognize God in our midst, and then

Realize our giftedness,

walking in his light,

giving our Father, who is delighted in us,

all glory and honor, 

helping others to believe in Him.
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