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Mark 7:5-9

5 Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?”6 He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: 
1 ‘This people honors Me with their lips, 

But their heart is far from Me.

7 And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’

8 “For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and cups, and many other such things you do.”9 He said to them, “All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.

Mark 7:20-23

20 And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man.21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,22 “thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.23 “All these evil things come from within and defile a man.”



IF YOU CAN’T DELIVER, THEN DON’T ADVERTISE!
 There seems at times to be some inconsistencies in the body of Christ… Some double mind ness.  We are constantly on trial by the world.

As the investigation grows bigger and the digging gets deeper, many of the claims we make don’t seem to be true at all! 
Some Christian lifestyles are  contradictory to what we sing, pray, and preach about…! 

When people look at us, do they see hostility and hatred? 

Do they see us acting certain ways, on certain days, with various personalities. 

Then put us under the scope of scrutiny and the eye of examination… 

As Advertised ......or.......  false advertisement...! 
This being Super Bowl Sunday I've been thinking about advertisements and how much companies pay to have their product advertised during the game.
Life comes down to one big advertisement. 

We learn the jingles without even realizing it… Advertisements become so much a part of us that we remember them for years to come. 

Advertising is so big that the Federal Government established the Better Business Bureau and the Federal Trade Commission to monitor these advertisements. 

 How many times have you saw something advertised in the newspaper and went to the store only to find out that they didn’t actually have what you were looking for…? They advertised, but they couldn’t deliver…!  

There are a whole lot of advertisers in the church…!

Some are advertising one thing, and delivering another…  When you false advertise, what you’re really doing is leading people astray… 

You’re perpetrating a fraud… 

By engaging false advertising our…


I. CONVERSATION BECOMES CONTAMINATED
Some advertise on Sunday… But don’t deliver on Monday…! 

In the songs they sing... 

Just like you can tell a lie, you can sing a lie! 

Many folks sing songs that they don’t even believe in… What about our conversation with others… 

We talk about how “God will supply our every need, according to His riches in glory…” 

But we spend all of our time trying to get rich quick… Playing the lottery… 

Putting ourselves behind the eight ball at Connie's rip off hot check cashing.

Look at what Jesus said to the Pharisees… 

You honor Me with your lips, but your heart is far from Me…!” 

Talk is cheap… We’ve got to learn how to honor God with our heart… 

It’s what’s in the heart that really matters… “As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart reflects the man (Prov 27:19).” 

Jesus goes on to explain that it’s “What comes from within a man that defiles him… (v 20-23)” 

 God is looking for a people who will worship Him in Spirit and in Truth.

People who will stand up and be a living witness of His Goodness…People who are “not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, because they know that it is the power of God unto Salvation for everyone that believes…” 

As advertised ... or   False advertisement.

There’s a danger in false advertising… Because not only does our 

I. Conversation Become Contaminated, but 
II. WITNESS BECOMES WARPED 

We read Pharisees and the scribes followed Jesus around everywhere he went. They were in the crowd… They were in the midst of it all… Everyone that comes to church is not here for the same reasons. 

Some come to find fault. To deflect attention from their own false advertisement. 

They couldn’t find any fault in Jesus, so they started looking at the disciples. 

Likewise, when folks want to find fault with you, they’ll start watching you… How you walk… How you treat your neighbor… 

If you mess up, they’re right there to point the finger at you…!  

“Why are Your disciples eating without washing their hands…?” 

The Pharisees were trying to make something out of nothing… All in an effort to destroy the disciples’ witness… And I want to let know that the enemy will do anything he can to destroy your witness… That’s why you’ve got to watch the way you carry yourself… 


The world sees Christians fussing and fighting with one another… False advertising…!
Christians rushing out of the church house to keep from speaking to one another…. 

If want the Lord to reign and rule in your life, you’ve got to be real in your walk… In your talk… In your lifestyle…

Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the Will of My Father in heaven. 

Many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from Me; you who practice lawlessness! (Mat 7:21-23)” 

I. Contaminate Our Conversation… 

II.  Warp Our Witness… 

Perhaps the greatest danger of false advertising is that our…
III. SERVICE BECOMES SUBSTANDARD 
“Present ourselves as a living sacrifice holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service… (Rom 12:1)” 

“ Why is it my reasonable service…?”

Because Paul continues on over in 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20

19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.



When you give yourself in service to God, you’re giving Him back what He already owns!!!! And by giving back to Him what He already owns, your service is raised o another level…! By giving back to Him what He already owns, you demonstrate the fact that you understand what true servant hood is…! 
When you give back to Him what He already owns, you have taken the first step in becoming a true disciple… A true follower of Christ…! For to follow Him means to walk in His way… It means to follow His example… And that’s good news…! 
Jesus set the example that all should follow… But even before He set the example for us to follow…

Jesus was the perfect advertisement for sin-sick and sin-craved world… And when He gave His life for all mankind, it was the perfect example of One who did indeed Deliver what He advertised…
There was only one cure for this sin-sick world… That someone who was without sin would give his life, for the sake of others. And that someone was Jesus…! 
He died that we might have eternal life…! And one day He’s coming back to receive His own… 

Will you be ready when He comes…

False advertisement will

I. Contaminate Our Conversation… 

II.  Warp Our Witness… 
III. SERVICE BECOMES SUBSTANDARD 

Through the Power of Christ you can be AS ADVERTISED

BELIEVE GOD
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