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1 John 3:16-4:4

16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward God.22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.23 And this is His commandment: that we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us commandment.

24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.

 We see things as they are,........... but have you ever wondered how the condition or situation came to be....... or, in the case of a person, how the person got from here to there? 

What we are talking about is cause and effect. 

For every effect, there is a cause.

There is a way to get from here to there. 

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”



One person I came to admire in my Christian life is Ed Bousman.  He has the entire New Testament memorized. He published a number of sermon books which early in my early preaching I would shamelessly plagiarize. 

I began to wonder how all his work came to be.

Ed told me one time, people would always ask him what the trick was to memorize so much scripture, to which he would look around like he was going to share some big secret and say

"Read the verse you want to memorize.

Do that 10,000 times and you will have that one.   

Then start on the next one."  

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”



The scriptures are replete with both positive and negative examples of from here to there . 

1. Jesus 

A. Notice the "here" as humanly considered,

Luke 2:4-7

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David,5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child.6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for her to be delivered.7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.


 

 Jesus was born into poverty. 

While Jesus was God incarnate, he still had to exert himself to achieve and accomplish.

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”


 

B. Notice the "there" 

John 19:30

30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.



What did that mean?

Philippians 2:9-11

9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


 

C. How did Jesus traverse from here to there? 

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”



Here are some precepts:

a. Notice Jesus' spiritual mindedness and cognizance of the "above"       

John 8:23-29

23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”25 Then they said to Him, “Who are You?” And Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been saying to you from the beginning.26 “I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”27 They did not understand that He spoke to them of the Father.28 Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things.29 “And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those things that please Him.”


b. Consider Jesus' priorities over friendships 

Matthew 16:21-23

21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”

 

c. Jesus placed doing the Father's will over his own parents   Luke 2:49

49 And He said to them, “Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?”
 

d. Jesus recognized the authority of the word 

Matthew 4:7-10

7 Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ”8 Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”
 

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”



e. Jesus was single in his vision and unselfish 

John 4:34

34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.
 

The example we have studied of from here to there represent drastic change.

  The effect does not just appear, there are causes. 

The better we understand the causes, the better we can manipulate and produce the desired effects in our lives and avert the undesirable. 

Genesis 4:7

7 “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
.

Do Well

Isaiah 28:9-10

9 “Whom will he teach knowledge? 

And whom will he make to understand the message? 

Those just weaned from milk? 

Those just drawn from the breasts?

10 For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept, 

Line upon line, line upon line, 

Here a little, there a little.”
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