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John 16:24

24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.


Matthew 5:1-12

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
1 For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, 
For they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
For they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
For they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they shall be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Be-Attitudes  JOY 

An Attitude that ought to be in a Christian's life.

“Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying…” 

1776 a document declared open rebellion against the powers that unfairly taxed and otherwise mistreated the people of our nation.  Manifesto of Freedom, ... the Declaration of Independence.

About 100 years later, a book published in London the Communist Manifesto. The Communist Manifesto helped define the emerging socialist movement, altered the course of world history, and is universally acknowledged to be a cornerstone of modern social thought.

Over 100 years later another manifesto was published Unabomber Manifesto, written Ted Kaczynski. 

Each of these manifestos have been the subject of great debate, interest, and speculation since their publication. But there is another manifesto first heard on a hillside in a remote land known as Palestine almost 2000 years ago that has had more impact than these others combined. The Manifesto of the King,..... Sermon on the Mount.

The Declaration of Independence, the Communist Manifesto, and the Unabomber Manifesto all railed against the social and political powers that held back the masses. 

Each made a cry for freedom - freedom from tyranny and freedom from other aspects of modern life that tend to keep us down.

The Sermon on the Mount also calls for an overthrow of those things that hold us back and keep us from the life God created us to live.........

John 16:24

24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.

  JOY  

 Satisfaction, happiness, fulfillment, and joy are as elusive and fleeting as shadows. 

Early on in His three-year preaching, teaching and healing ministry Jesus found himself near the city of Capernaum beside the Sea of Galilee one day. 

 Jesus delivered a sermon in which he tried to explain and clarify what His new kingdom was all about.

John 16:24

24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.


The Sermon on the Mount was the major TEACHING event in the ministry of Jesus. 

Jesus didn't heal anyone, he didn't ask for donations, he didn't ask the people to worship Him, he didn't even tell the people he was going to die for them. What he did do was explain what is expected of a follower of His and what a follower should look like. 

What does it mean to seek first the kingdom - in our relationships, values, ambitions, finances, and commitment to God?

The sermon is full of surprises. We find ourselves muttering, 

"No way…::"

Consider ...... Lose your life to save it....... The first will be last. ...The meek will inherit the earth.... Rejoice in persecution.... Pray for your enemies.... It's better to give than receive. ...Turn the other cheek...... Humble yourself to be exalted. 

The word Beatitude means blessing in Latin. 

The Beatitudes are benefits bestowed by God on the faithful. 

In Jesus' day there were several competing religious groups - scribes and Pharisees and Sadducees and others that thought their way was the way to God. 

Jesus spoke out against these groups, summoning his followers to a new mode of life with values and objectives that were very different. 

"What good are tithing, fasting, and outward obedience to rules and regulations if the heart is proud, critical and condemning?

Jesus realized that conduct must be based on character. 

The Beatitudes, then, are God’s description of Christian CHARACTER. And Christian character leads to right CONDUCT.  

The Beatitudes then, show us what Jesus wants us to BE and to DO.

John 16:24

24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.


First of all, the Beatitudes show us how to ENTER the kingdom. 

The next thing the Beatitudes show us is how to ENLARGE the kingdom. 

The question is what do I do once I get in?

The Beatitudes not only tell us how to enter the kingdom and how to enlarge it. They also show us what we will ENJOY in the kingdom. The question here is what will it be like once I get in?  

(get the study.......... keep the study............. expand the study)

Jesus paints a lovely picture. Did you notice?

Those who enter will be blessed because they shall what_____________?

“...they will be comforted.” (v. 4) The Bible promises that God shall wipe away every tear in our eyes.

“...they will inherit the earth.” (v.5) Not just any old earth either - the NEW heaven and earth - the peaceable kingdom where the lion shall lie down with the lamb.

“...they will be shown mercy.” (v. 7) 

“…they will see God.” (v. 8) The greatest promise of all! 

 "The “Be-Attitudes” are Jesus’ description of what life is really like when you live in the power of the Holy Spirit."

 "How does your life compare to this standard? Are you growing?"

Can I give you a homework assignment today? Let me ask you to go home this week and try to read over these 12 verses I read for you today at least once every day this week. The best time is when you wake up. Put your Bible on your nightstand. Before you even get out of bed, open up to Matthew chapter 5 and read those first 12 verses. Ask God to show you where you need to grow in these blessings.

We talk about "making a commitment." 

Making a commitment is like raising the sail on your boat of faith. When you do this fresh enthusiasm will come into your life like a brisk breeze. You will experience a rebirth of youthful joy.

If you are a Christian you can talk to your friend...."Jesus, I need a friend as I journey through life. Right now I'm asking you to be that friend - my best friend.  I'm getting up out of the captain's chair.

Imagine for a moment that salvation came in a box you could see and touch. On the outside of this box are written the words: GRACE, SALVATION, GOSPEL. Each word describes what the box contains. There is no price on the box, for it is more costly than all the money in the world... it’s not for sale. You can’t earn it, no amount of good works and church attendance can gain this box. You can’t make your own, the material required doesn’t exist here. The only way to get it is to ask, to acknowledge that salvation comes only through real faith in Christ. As you open this box you find on top a hand-written card, it reads: To you, from Jesus. The first thing you find in the box is a receipt titled SIN, but every entry is blotted out and over the list is stamped the words PAID IN FULL. Beneath that is an invitation to enter always and often into the presence of God, it too has been signed personally by Jesus. Beneath that is a certificate with a seal upon it stating that you have been indwelt by the Holy Spirit and that a work is in progress to make you like Jesus. Below that is a framed guarantee that your name is written in the Book of Life and that you have eternal life, carefully wedged in the corner of the frame is a ticket with your name on it, confirming your reservation in heaven. At the very bottom of the box is a shining box wrapped carefully with a bow, attached is a card that reads: (Your name). A special gift chosen specifically for you and bought at great expense. For you to use until you get here - with love, Jesus. This is the box of salvation. If you have received salvation all of these things are already yours, but I wonder... I’m sure that many of us have our eternal life certificate displayed on the wall for all to see, our heaven ticket is carefully tucked into our pocket and we frequently use our invitation to enter into the Lord’s presence. But where is our gift? For many of us it is lying un-opened and un-used in the closet. How it must grieve our Lord to see such a gift neglected. Why don’t you look into that box and see what it holds. For within you will find purpose, pleasure, fulfillment and joy.

John 16:24

24 “Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.


In Jesus name, For Jesus sake, for your sake, for our sake - open your gift and begin to use it, that’s what it was given for. 
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