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Blessed Joy

MATT 5:1-12

And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him.2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
1 For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
For they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek, 
For they shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
For they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful, 
For they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
For they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
For they shall be called sons of God.

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Blessed Joy

A man joined a monastery to become a monk. Like many monasteries the monks at this particular monastery were required to take a vow of silence. 

Each year, the young monk was permitted to speak only two words. The first year he said, "Food cold." 

After another year of silence, he said, "Bed hard." 

After year three he said, "I quit!" 

His superior said, "I'm not surprised - all you've done since you've been here is complain!"

Be-attitudes

Jesus’ explanation of the basic Christian ATTITUDES that all real followers  embrace and attempt to cultivate in our lives . ............... This is who we be.

The Beatitudes are a description of the character of Christ and not a "new and improved” LAW. !!!

Some  have tried to link the Beatitudes with the Ten Commandments postulating that what  Jesus did was to reinterpret the 10 commandments, making them  unattainable. 

Have you seen one of those lists of little known laws? · It's illegal to walk the streets in Maine with your shoes laces untied?

Setting fire to a mule is also prohibited.

Singing out of tune in North Carolina is against the law?

 In Kentucky, a man may not marry his wife's grandmother.

 The Beatitudes are concerned with RIGHTEOUSNESS, conformity to God’s will, the basics of Biblical Joy.  

Righteousness is a big ole church word that simply means right relations; Right relations with God and right relations with other people. 

The first four Beatitudes  deal with RELATIONSHIPS between humanity and God. 

The second four deal with our relationships with OTHER PEOPLE (being merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers and being persecuted).

Let's look at the last four.

Blessed are the merciful (v. 7)

The merciful are those who IDENTIFY with people in need. 

Sometimes grace and mercy are confused. Grace is showing love to someone who doesn't deserve it (like God showing love to us). 

Mercy is showing love to someone who is brokenhearted or in need. To be merciful then, is to enter into the feelings of someone who is hurting, or lonely, or distressed.

Isn't it odd how when we need people the most, we tend to isolate ourselves from those who might give us comfort or counsel? 

 Sometimes people cry out for us to look their way and give them a helping hand, but often our inclination is to look the other way. 

Jesus said those who notice - the merciful - are blessed.

Blessed are the pure in heart (v. 8)

The pure in heart are those who's MOTIVES match their actions. 

Notice you change your life by changing your heart. 

Jesus teaches that you change the inside and what's outside follows, but we usually try to reverse the order. 

We often try to change the inside by altering the outside.

Cosmetic changes are only skin deep. 

No law has ever changed a mans heart.

Law can change behavior but not the heart....

Blessed are the peacemakers…(v. 9).

Peacemakers are BRIDGEBUILDERS. 

Peacemakers know how to discover common ground with adversaries, how to keep communications open and connect when others consider it impossible. Jesus said peacemakers were blessed to the point that they would be called "Sons of God." .............Jesus........ Prince of Peace. 

Be a peacemaker.

Blessed are those who are persecuted… (v. 10)

Those who are persecuted are those who are willing to stand up for what they believe without getting DEFENSIVE or COMPROMISING. 

One of the most important aspects of this Beatitude is to be sure you're being persecuted for righteousness' sake. There are plenty of us who are persecuted for one reason or another, but how many of us can truly claim we are being persecuted for righteousness' sake? If you are persecuted this way though - say you're passed up for a promotion because you refuse to do something your employer tells you to do because of your beliefs. If this sort of thing happens, Jesus says, you will be blessed.

I began this message talking about words - the power of words, especially Jesus' words.  Every Sunday millions of people go to churches across the world and hear billions of words in sermons. And when it's all said and done, more will be said than done. 

What have we learned today?

Being merciful, try to THINK of others first. To identify with people in need.

Why not make an effort to identify someone in your life and then ask God to show you the best way to minister to them.

Jesus always had a special place in his heart for the least, the last and the lost. 

Pure in heart 

 TEST your motives. Your thoughts should match your actions.

The Taj Mahal, one of the Seven Wonders of the World. One legend tells about why the beautiful palace was built. It seems the favorite wife to the mahajerah died. Devastated, he resolved to honor her by building a temple that would serve as her tomb. The queen's coffin was placed in the center of a large parcel of land and construction of the temple began around it. No expense would be spared to make her final resting place magnificent.

But as the weeks turned into months, the maharajah's grief was eclipsed by his passion for the project. He no longer mourned her absence. The construction consumed him. One day, while walking from one side of the construction site to the other, his leg bumped against a wooden box. The maharajah brushed the dust off his leg and ordered a worker to throw the box out.

The maharajah didn't realize he had ordered the disposal of the coffin - now forgotten - hidden beneath layers of dust and time. 

The one the temple was intended to honor was forgotten 

Peacemaker,  bridge builder has a difficult action step. That step is to TAKE the first step in the peace process. We must learn to cooperate, not compete.

So many of us live in prisons of our own making.  We want to make peace, but we wouldn't dare take the first step. 

Will we get over it, or will we get even? 

Will we let our hurts heal, or will we let them turn into hate?

Being persecuted. What do you do during personal attacks? 

The key is to TRUST God during personal attacks. Every Christian should expect opposition. This goes hand in hand with what we just discussed. After you have taken the first step towards reconciliation, either between you and another person or between two other parties. Once you have done this, the step to take next is to trust God to do what only God can do.

When the storms of personal attack come (and trust me, they will come) you and I can be filled with panic and paranoia or we can be filled with peace. 

The personal peace and joy that you and I so desire is not the absence of problems in our life. Peace and joy is the presence of God in our lives.

So what are we going to do? 

Emmerson said...."One of the illusions of life is that the present hour is not the critical, decisive hour."

Some of you are wrestling with issues.   Perhaps you know someone who needs mercy and God has sent you to be merciful on his behalf to them. 

Or maybe lately you've come to realize your motives don't match up to the reality of your life. You're saying one thing and doing another. Or perhaps a great chasm has opened up between you and someone you used to love dearly and the time has come for someone to take the first step to build a bridge - to be a peacemaker. Or maybe you've been under attack lately and you've had about all you can stand. You're considering taking things into your own hands - don't do it............. trust God to fight that battle for you.

Philippians 1:6 says that God will complete the good work he has begun in you. Will you allow him to do that? Do you trust him?  

Do you really want Joy?

How Bad?
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