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Sometimes Joy Looks Like Service

John 13:1-17

Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God,4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?”7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”
12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?13 “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.16 “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.17 “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.


During the American Revolution a man in civilian clothes rode past a group of soldiers repairing a small defensive barrier. their leader was shouting instructions, but making no attempt to help them. Asked why by the rider, he retorted with great dignity, "Sir, I am a corporal!" The stranger apologized, dismounted, and proceeded to help the exhausted soldiers. The job done, he turned to the corporal and said, "Mr. Corporal, next time you have a job like this and not enough men to do it, go to your commander-in-chief, and I will come and help you again." It was none other than George Washington. 
 

I. What DID Jesus do. 
When Jesus stooped to wash His disciples’ feet he showed us several important truths about serving and joy
v. 1 It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love.

What would you do if you knew you would die a violent death in about 12 hours? 

Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world,... so he took off his cloak put a towel around His waist and washed the dirty feet of His disciples. 

Philippians 2:3-8

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Note to self........ Judas was there. Judas, having decided already that He would betray the Lord, was among them and received the humble demonstration of Christ’s love.
 Find somebody nobody else loves, and love them." 
II. Who Jesus is

John 13:3-5

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God,4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.


The Scripture says  because He understood who He was, that Jesus washed the disciples’ feet.
It takes an understanding of our identity to be able to humble ourselves. The world tells us that we need to make ourselves look good in front of others, Jesus said that "whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted (Matthew 23:12)."

Like the corporal who couldn’t humble himself and was humbled by the commander in chief. If we don’t understand who we are in Jesus we will be unwilling to humble ourselves until the Lord Himself humbles us.


The late Dave Thomas, founder of Wendy’s hamburger chain was known for his humble service within the multi-billion dollar empire he founded. When asked what made him so successful; he replied, "my MBA." But he didn’t mean a graduate degree in business education, he meant "a mop- and-bucket attitude." In other words, no work task was too insignificant for him to tackle; he simply jumped in and got the job done.

Dave Thomas, was a high-school dropout, he was always ashamed of that and it would have been easy for him as he tasted success to demand every perk and privilege as a way of covering for his own inadequacies, but instead He lived by the creed of the Mop Bucket Attitude.

Jesus, was the Lord of the Universe. If anyone didn’t have to humble himself to wash the feet of farmers and fishermen, He didn’t. But because he knew he was Lord of the Universe, Because He knew He was not diminished by showing his love in humble service, he took up the towel and basin and stooped to serve.  

THAT is deep deep joy.


III. Our Need to Be Served by Him
John 13:6-9

6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?”7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”

 Jesus is saying not just that Peter must let Him wash his feet, but the reference is to a more thorough washing.

Just like Peter it is pride that often keeps us from letting Jesus cleanse us. We want to be self sufficient. 

 We want so badly to be considered good people in our own right, by our own effort. But by our own effort we each are woefully dirty and unfit. Unless we let Him cleanse us, we have no part with Him.
 A young woman asked for an appointment with her preacher to talk with him about a besetting sin.

"Preacher I have become aware of a sin in my life which I cannot control. Every time I am at church I begin to look around at the other women, and I realize that I am the prettiest one in the whole congregation. 

 What can I do about this sin?" The preacher replied, "I have good news sister that’s not a sin....... it's just a mistake!"

Unless we recognize the mistake of our pride--the mistake that says, "I should be getting served" then we make no room for Jesus. Unless we confess our pride, confess our sin and humbly ask his forgiveness, trusting in him, we are doomed to an eternity without him. 


IV.  Our Need to be Servants

John 13:12-17

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?13 “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.16 “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.17 “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

 We cannot call ourselves followers of Christ and be unwilling to serve in humble ways. That doesn’t mean that we don’t have individual gifts and places of service, sometimes very public ones, roles of leadership, but each of us should be willing to humble ourselves, to demonstrate our love for those we serve. 
You see foot washing isn’t about foot washing, it’s about serving others at personal sacrifice, humbling ourselves when we don’t have to--because we don’t have to. 

If you can not find service to meet others needs you are either blind or lazy.

As long as I am obsessed with my own feet I will never notice the service I could provide by washing yours and never have true Biblical Joy but instead I will be a miserable pup who never gets my needs met. 

Jesus said I have given you an example

Look at the living examples

Cleaning, mowing grass, teaching lessons, getting studies, keeping studies, expanding studies, giving up your time with your family for others, allowing others to use what God has blessed you with,  listening to a neighbor who needs to talk when you don’t have time to listen. It’s giving ourselves when we don’t have to.

Ask not what Jesus can do for you ask what you can do for Jesus.

Most times Joy looks like service..... 

John 13:1-17

Now before the feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him,3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God,4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded.6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?”7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.”8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.”9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.”11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”
12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?13 “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.16 “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.17 “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.


What to Do with Dirty Feet
I want you to imagine this situation with me for a moment. 

In a culture where most demeaning task around was to wash the guest’s feet. This was job done by lowest slaves.
People wore sandals and did most of their travel by foot. Dust....... camel and donkey dung.
Some guests arrived with more than dust on their feet. It was a common courtesy for the host to have his slave wash the guest’s feet as they entered the house.

Jesus had sent Peter & John to prepare for their meal together.(1) The food had been cooked. The table had been set. And I’m sure the disciples thought this matter would be taken care of as well. It wasn’t!

As Jesus and the disciples enter the room they see towel & water basin in the corner. They do not see a slave to wash their feet. Perhaps some of them pause as they enter the room, wondering where the servant was—maybe wondering why Peter and John had not taken care of this important detail.

As they recline at the table, each disciple feels a little uncomfortable. “Somebody ought to at least wash Jesus’ feet. But—if I do that, where will that put me on the social pecking order? 

I would be at the Bottom of the heap. If I volunteer I’ll get stuck with that job from now on.

Maybe if I just wait—somebody else will do it.

If you’ve been in church more than week, you know that kind of thinking does occur at times.

“Somebody needs to take care of the nursery, but that’s not my ministry. Somebody needs to clean those bathrooms, who dropped the ball on that?”

People who find the most things wrong are never here on work day.
I think maybe each disciple was hoping one of others would volunteer.

Each one may have begun to JUSTIFY in own mind why it was not his job to do it.

“I did it last time—its Matthew’s turn—he hasn’t done it in long time.”

“Peter and John were supposed to take care of all this-Jesus told them to. One of those guys ought to take care of it.”

“I came to enjoy a time with the Lord—and now we’ve got this problem”

John is thinking—“Look I’m over here leaning next to Jesus, I’m in spiritual intimacy.

Jesus doesn’t want me to leave and help you.”
Perhaps Peter is thinking—“Don’t these turkeys know the call of God on my life? Don’t they see the leadership gifting in me? I just wish they would remember that I’m the one who answered Jesus’ Question: Who do you say that I am?” I got the revelation—‘You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.’ I’m moving in the Spirit—don’t disturb that. Don’t you remember the prophecy Jesus gave me on that occasion? I wish these people would pay attention to what God’s doing in me. If they had, they would be over here right now washing mine and Jesus’ feet.”

We don’t know all the specifics, I’m taking some liberties--but we do know that nobody rose to the occasion. 
1. What Jesus Did!
2. What Jesus Knew!
3. What Jesus Taught!
I. What Jesus Did!
 got up –took off his outer garment—wrapped a towel around his  waist--poured water in the basin and “…began to wash the disciples’ feet.”
I think maybe a few jaws dropped when he did that.
Rather than begin with a lecture—He gave them an EXAMPLE.
There was a Need—everybody saw the need—it not hard to see what’s wrong.  But Jesus did something about it.
Jesus met the need. He took the appropriate ACTION!
 “he got up from the meal” He left his Comfort Zone. He made his body do something it may have not wanted to do. My alarm went off at 5:30 this morning.
My body did not want to get up. After a lengthy discussion with my body, it got up. To be a servant you have to first get up. 
 “he took off he outer clothing” To serve other we usually have to lay something aside. Most of us live with a full plate of activity. If I’m going to add a service for somebody, I usually have to subtract something I would like to do just for myself.

Every servant has to deny himself something, to have the time & energy to give to others.

 “he wrapped a towel around his waist, After that he poured water into a basin.”

He made preparations to meet the need. Before I went into the preaching ministry, I would spend my evenings studying the word of God. There were other things I could have been doing. Some of them would have been fun. 

 Sometimes there are preparations we need to make.
 and “he began…” I like that. At some point we have to begin. We can think about it. We can pray about it. We can prepare for it. But at some point we must start doing it. 
At some point you have to start doing it.
Jesus washed the disciples feet and dried them with a towel.
I heard about a man who always had trouble getting son to clean room.
The boy would always agree—but then would not follow through.
After high school the son joined the Marine Corps. When he came home from leave after Basic Training, his Dad asked him what he had learned in the service. 

“Dad” he said, “I have learned what NOW means” 
Peter eventually learned to simply obey the Lord rather than offer better idea. That’s something we all have to learn.
1, “Having loved his own who 
were in the world, he now showed the full extent of his love.”

In this interaction with Peter and the others, Jesus was expressing His love for them.

He was taking time to prepare them for what was ahead. Then on the Cross, he offered the ultimate expression of His love for all of us. John 15:13 “Greater love has no man than that he lay down his life for his friends” That’s what Jesus has done for you and me.

I found something else in this text that is very powerful:


What Jesus knew

John is wanting us to see something about Jesus. Fully God and fully man, here is Jesus facing something we can not even imagine. He is not saying to the disciples, “Don’t you care about what I’m facing?” He is not focused on himself. He is concerned that they be prepared for what’s about to happen. Jesus is focused on others!

We see that in Jesus through out his ordeal. At his arrest his concern was that the disciples be let go. When on the cross He is concerned about his mother’s future.

There in his last hours he ministers to the thief on the cross. Under maximum pressure he remains totally unselfish and loving toward his own.

John is saying to you and me—think about it—he knew what was coming! 

2. Verse 3 says “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God;”

He knew Who he was. With all that in mind he bowed before these disciples and washed their feet. He was not ignorant of the glory and authority that the Father had given him.

But all that could not gender any pride, any arrogance in his heart.

Have you ever seen a person or been a person who was

pretty humble until a little recognition and prestige came along? How much honor can I handle without becoming self conceited? Jesus knew that all authority in heaven and earth was his from the Father,

yet his heart was not lifted up in pride, yet he bowed before others and served.

Perhaps it was because he knew who he was—because he was SECURE in own IDENITY that he could bow to the lowest point of service. Its not great men who will not serve others—it is insecure men—the ones who think that washing feet defines them as something less than others. That person will not serve in lowly tasks because he sees it as a challenge to his identity.

3. verse 11 says “For he knew who was going to betray him…” 
There is Judas, full of deceit, full of hypocrisy, about to “stab Jesus in the back.”
Jesus discerns it. Jesus know it.
What does Jesus do with that information? What would I do with that information?

Jesus does not distance himself from Judas. Jesus does not point his finger at Judas and say to him, “How dare you—after all I’ve done for you?” Instead he loves him to the end. He does everything possible to bring Judas to repentance. He washes his feet with the same tenderness and affection that he gives the other disciples. Maybe that will soften Judas’ heart. But it doesn’t. He comments on the pending betrayal—saying all are not clean in verse 10—another opportunity for Judas to repent. But instead of repenting Judas hardens his heart. In the latter part of this chapter he says it more plainly. 

In verse 26 Jesus dipped the bread in the dish and gave it to Judas and exposed him as the traitor. That was Judas’ final opportunity for repentance. Opportunity after opportunity had been declined. As soon as Judas made that final decision, Satan entered into him and Judas left to do his evil deed. Jesus knew his BETRAYER. We learn something about Jesus in all that. We learn something about how he would have us deal with those who betray us. No resentment, no anger, no bitterness, only sorrow for the awful decision Judas had made and the terrible consequences that would follow for Judas.

Can you wash the feet of your enemies? Will you serve the person though you know he or she will not return the kindness?
Now in verses 12-17 we see

III. What Jesus Taught 
 “Do you understand what I have done for you?”
Has the significance of all this soaked?
It goes way beyond just getting your feet washed.
It goes way beyond just getting your need met. 
Jesus comes into our lives. He loves us. He receives us. He meets our needs.
And sometimes people think that’s all this is about—getting my need met, getting my feet washed.

No, it’s about a personal transformation of character and thinking. It’s about becoming something. It’s about becoming a servant like Jesus. verse 15 “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.” Freely you have received, freely give. (5)

If my experience in God is only about me, only about me getting my needs met, I’ve missed something along the way. If church is just about me getting what I want, I’ve missed something. The greatest human tragedy is for a person to never receive Christ and his mercy.

The second greatest tragedy is that a person would experience Christ, experience his love, experience his grace—but never translate that into service toward others.

There are depths of Joy only found in the process of service to others. It’s paradoxical. The natural mind can not reason it out. But it is truly more blessed to give than to receive. (6) 

He who loses his life in service to others is the one who ultimately finds it in its fulfillment.

A wealthy American traveler tells the story of how he was a visiting a hospital in Southeast Asia. He entered just as a young missionary nurse was cleaning the sores of a sick, dirty, elderly man who had been lying in a gutter. The wealthy man said to the nurse, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” She answered quietly and firmly, “Neither would I.” (7)

 The Lesson he wants us to learn: “…wash one another’s feet.”
What does it mean to wash the feet of others? It means you humble yourselves—you get down where the need is –and you do something about it.  Feet washers see those needs and do something about it.
verse 17 “Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.”

It’s a whole lot easier to talk about service, think about service, fanaticize about great 
service, hear sermons about service—than to actually do service for others.

But the blessing, the joy, the happiness, is not found in talking about it or hearing about it. It is found in actually doing it.

Is there a need you can meet? Is there someone near you who needs his or her feet washed—some practical service that could make that person’s burden lighter?

May the Lord open our eyes to dirty feet and give us a heart to wash them.
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