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Joy Joy Joy

Philippians 1:18-24

18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.

19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death.21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell.23 For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for you.

2 Corinthians 3:18

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.



Each one of us who are in the Father's hands ARE BEINING TRANSFORMED. 

Ephesians 2:10

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.



If we are indifferent to God and prefer a life of grumbling and disputing, to a life of love, neither the Philippians nor we will cut mustard on judgment day.\

But Paul is confident that this will not happen ..... their ongoing partnership in the gospel assures him that God has begun a good work in them and that he will complete it. 

The Bible is radically centered on God. 

We are to become more and more thoroughly transformed.

Philippians 1:10

10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,

What is excellent? ........... the things that really matter."  What is the excellence which love approves?

Break down today's text........ 

Paul is teaching the Philippians and us his own example of what it means to approve the things that are excellent. 

 I. Priorities of worship 

II. Love to one another

III. Witness to the world. 

 I. Priorities of worship 

 Verse 20, "It is my eager expectation and hope that I shall not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death." Paul's preservation of his own bodily life was not one of the excellent things he approved. ..........  

Rather his preference was that Christ would be exalted, even if it cost him his life. 

It is a good thing to want to preserve your own skin, but it is a better thing, ...... an excellent thing, to want Christ to be glorified no matter the cost.  

The good is sometimes the greatest enemy to the best.

 We are to put no confidence in the flesh,......... our human distinctive and abilities.  

Philippians 3:5... ... ...

"I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more [and here are his distinctive]: circumcised the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law a Pharisee; as to zeal a persecutor of the church, as to righteousness under the law blameless. BUT [conversion] whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed I count every thing a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may gain Christ."

Paul's Hebrew heritage was a good thing up to a point, but when he found it in competition with Christ for his affections and allegiance, he counted it as garbage because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ. Paul indeed approved what was excellent, .......  so must we.

Mind set 

I. Priorities of worship (inner man)  (motivation)....(mindset)

II. Love to one another

 Look at how he puts the interests of the Philippians before his own immediate comforts. 

vs. 21.......   "To me to live is Christ and to die is gain. If it is to be life in the flesh, that means fruitful labor to me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I shall remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith". 

Do whatever needs to be done that others may experience progress and joy in the faith. 

Paul is willing to have his head chopped off if that will help them to progress in the faith. 

 But he is also willing to wait a little while longer .....Whatever is necessary to help others grow in their ability to enjoy and trust God. 

Will you do whatever it takes.

What will it take to stop you?

Habits?

Anger?

Laziness?

Economics?

Family?

Distance?

Convenience?

Is the faith of your brothers and sisters in Christ worth dying for?

Is every one suppose to inconvenience them selves for you? Are you to regard others better than your selves?

Philippians 2:3-4

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.



Is it worth living for?

II. Love to one another

 I. Priorities of worship (inner man)

II. Love to one another

III. Witness to the world. 

 Not only is Paul in prison but fellow church members are trying to afflict Paul and cause trouble for him. Yet Paul refused to become embittered, for the excellent thing he approves is not his own personal comfort or reputation but rather the advancement of the gospel. His chief concern is not the preservation of his rights, nor the opinion of his peers, but that Christ is proclaimed (v. 18) and that the gospel is advanced (v. 12).

III. Witness to the world.

JOY.... JOY...... JOY

Approves the things that are excellent. 

Which are

 I. Priorities of worship (inner man)

II. Love to one another

III. Witness to the world.

Three Questions Not to Ask When seeking Joy

1. Is it more convenient?

2. Will I gain?

3. How will it feel?

Three Questions to Ask When Seeking Joy

1. Will it exalt Christ?

2. Will it exalt others?

3. Will it exalt (add to) the bride of Christ?

When the answer to the second set of questions is 

Yes Yes Yes 

then you will find Joy Joy Joy
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