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Philippians 2:1-8

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

"Daddy, how much do you make an hour?" with a timid voice and idolizing eyes, the little boy greeted his father as he returned from work.

Greatly surprised, but giving his boy a glaring look, the father said: "Look, sonny, not even your mother knows that. Don't bother me now, I'm tired."

"But Daddy, just tell me please! How much do you make an hour, " the boy insisted. The father, finally giving up, replied: "Twenty dollars per hour."

"Okay, Daddy. Could you loan me ten dollars?" the boy asked.

Showing his restlessness and positively disturbed, the father yelled: "So that was the reason you asked how much I earn, right? Go to sleep and don't bother me anymore!"

It was already dark and the father was meditating on what he said and was feeling guilty. Maybe he thought , his son wanted to buy something. Finally, trying to ease his mind, the father went to his son's room.

"Are you asleep, son?" asked the father.

"No, Daddy. Why?" replied the boy, partially asleep.

"Here's the money you asked for earlier, " the father said.

"Thanks, Daddy!" rejoiced the son, while putting his hand under his pillow and removing some money.

"Now I have enough! Now I have twenty dollars!" the boy said to his father, who was gazing at his son, confused at what his son had just said. "Daddy, could you sell me one hour of your time?"

It is so easy to forget what really matters. We live in a hectic world and sometimes we lose track of what is really important. The sad truth is that life goes by so fast that one day we wake up and realize that we have missed the most important time of life.   We look into the faces of our brothers and sisters and think of the good times that we should have had and realize that our values got turned upside down.

The reality is that our children and our mates our church family need time with us much more than anything we can buy them. We need to stop and make a fresh commitment to spend more time with those we love. Jesus has given us his time.

 You will never regret the time invested in the lives of those you love.


Blessed are they who are too tired and too busy to go to church on Lord's Day, for they are my best workers. 
Blessed are they who are bored with the preachers mannerisms and mistakes, for they get nothing out of the sermon. 
Blessed is the Christian who expects to be invited to assemble for he is part of the problem instead of the solution. 
Blessed are they who gossip, for they cause strife and divisions that please me. 
Blessed are they who are easily offended, for they soon get angry and quit. 
Blessed are they who do not give their offerings to carry on God’s work for they are my best helpers. 
Blessed is he who professes to love God but hates his brother and sister, for he shall be with me forever. 
Blessed are the trouble makers, for they shall be called children of the devil. 
Blessed is he who has no time to pray, for he will be easy prey. 

If any of these describe you then you need an extreme make over Soul Edition..................
 The families have been seated. The groom and his attendants are in their places. The preacher is waiting, Bible in hand. The bridesmaids have come down the aisle. The organ begins the bridal march, and everyone rises. A gasp bursts from the guests. The bride is limping. Her gown is ripped and covered with mud. One eye is purple and swollen. Her hair is mussed. Christ's bride, the church has been fighting again. 
The real sickness is the fact that a lot of people in the body of Christ, have not transformed their mind to the mind of Christ. Romans 12:1-3

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.


THE MIND OF CHRIST…..WAS UNSELFISH

Philippians 2:6

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,

Jesus existed as one with God. John 1:1-3

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.2 He was in the beginning with God.3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
 

He did not consider equality a thing to be grasped. Something to be laid hold of selfishly.
The things that he possessed were not something that He had to hold on to, heaven did not keep him from coming to fulfill His mission.  

How much short of heaven will it take to keep you from fulfilling yours?
 How many times to we hold on to things?
 How often do we consider our standing before others something to be held on to? 

If we have the mind of Christ, then we will not operate from selfish ambition.
 We will put our personal agendas aside for the call of Christ. 
Some are too busy being selfish.
Philippians 2:3

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
 

How many times are we offended because someone hurt our feelings?
If we posses the attitude of Christ, we will be working to please Him and Him alone!

THE MIND OF CHRIST…..WAS UNSELFISH

THE MIND OF CHRIST WAS WILLING TO SACRIFICE Philippians 2:7

7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.


When Christ became flesh. He emptied Himself. He voluntarily divested Himself of the glory that He had with the Father. 

John 17:5

5 “And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

 He took on the form of a bond-servant. He did not come as a King, or a rich, man, but came as the son of a carpenter. 
Born into the world as an actual man -- a real man of a particular height, with hair of a particular color, speaking a particular language, weighing so many pounds. 

The Eternal Being, who knows everything and who created the whole universe, became not only a man but (before that) a baby, and before that a fetus inside a woman’s body. If you want to get the hang of it, think how you would like to become a slug or an ant.
Jesus was tempted like we are, He had to eat, He felt pain, needed to sleep.
 Jesus was not some Superman. He emptied Himself, even though He knew what was going to happen to Him, that He would die the worst kind of death that a person could imagine. 

Jesus sacrificed  for us. We are to have the same attitude.

Philippians 2:4

4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.


 

We are not to ignore our needs, but we are to make sure that we make room in our lives for the need of others. That will require us to sacrifice most times.
If Jesus could sacrifice the glory of Heaven for us, then what shall we hold back?
THE MIND OF CHRIST…..WAS UNSELFISH
THE MIND OF CHRIST WAS WILLING TO SACRIFICE
The mind of Christ was one of HUMILITY. 

Philippians 2:8

8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.


Humility will lead to obedience. Jesus humility allowed Him to take the punishment that He did. Jesus could have called God to rain fire down on those who were about to kill Him, but He did not.
The opposite of humility is pride. How many times does our pride get in the way of admitting that we are wrong, or keep us from doing something for another person when we think that the job is below us?

Romans 12:16

16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.
 

Our minds need to be renewed to reflect the mind of Christ.

When we are immersed into Christ, we are a new creature2 Corinthians 5:17

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

Colossians 3:8-11

8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.


 

We have an active part in the renewing process. We are a product of what we put into ourselves. Are you filling yourself up with the Word of God. 

You will be transformed by the renewing of your mind if you are filling it with God.

THE MIND OF CHRIST…..WAS UNSELFISH
THE MIND OF CHRIST WAS WILLING TO SACRIFICE
The mind of Christ was one of HUMILITY. 

Philippians 2:1-8

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.

5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

If you want to be a Joy-Full person, follow Jesus’ example of humility.

“Attitude Check!”  “Praise the Lord!” 
Be thankful for what God has done, and confident in His ability to complete his work in your life.
 Develop relationships of agape love toward others.  

Live life with an eternal perspective.

 ATTITUDE CHECK. 

What is the key attitude that Paul exhorts the Philippian believers to develop? HUMILITY.
What does it mean to be HUMBLE?
1. Consider others better than yourself. (v. 3-4)

3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

Our natural way of thinking is that the more we can get for ourselves the happier we’ll be. 
But God’s word tells us just the opposite is true. If you want to be great, you’ve got to be the last. If you want to get everything you want, you’ve got to be willing to put others first. 

Joy won’t come from stepping on and over other people but comes instead from looking out for the interests of others!
One thing I know about myself, and hopefully I’m not alone here, is that I’m basically a selfish person. At heart, I want what I want and I want it now! The whole idea of considering others better than myself seems completely unnatural…even un-American! 

What would it look like for me, for all of us, to consider others better than ourselves?
• Simple things like letting others go first.
• Giving up the biggest piece of dessert (or the last piece).
Keeping your promises. Showing up on time
• Giving money away to others before you have everything you want.
TRANS: Our role model for all of this “humility” business is Jesus himself. 

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

Paul then spends the next few sentences telling us exactly what Jesus did in laying down an example of humility. It’s starts in verse six where we learn that being humble like Jesus means to…
 Be unconcerned about your personal position. (v. 5-6)
 Make yourself a servant. (v. 7)

John 13:12-17

12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you?13 “You call me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.14 “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.15 “For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you.16 “Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him.17 “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.

How can there be joy in making yourself a servant? How can it be that if you want to be Joy-FULL it is somehow bound up in choosing to be a servant to those around you? 
 If your joy and happiness in life is based upon having others serve you, then if you are ever deprived of such honor, your life will take a turn for the worse. However, if you make the choice to serve others; if you make yourself nothing of your own accord, then no longer will your happiness be founded upon how others treat you – which is completely out of your control.

 Obey even when it is inconvenient. (v. 8)
The question I’ve been asking myself this week in relation to this verse is…How far does my obedience go? 

 Will we humble ourselves before God’s will or raise ourselves up above what his word says and say, “In my situation it just doesn’t apply!”
 How can I become that type of person, and begin knowing the joy that comes from becoming a humble servant?" Philippians 2:12-13

12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

 Work hard and let God change your will. (v. 12-13)
Don’t be confused. This verse is NOT saying that we must work to earn our salvation. 

A one time act of God by which we are pronounced NOT GUILTY of our sin. We are cleansed of our sin by the blood of Jesus Christ, and able to enter into a relationship with Him. This cannot be earned – it is a gift of God.
The process of being made more and more into the image of Christ in our physical lives here on earth. Our will and His will are the same.
God is at work helping us to "work out our salvation." Although God is behind it all he does require our effort. If you want to know the JOY that comes from living a humble life – it is going to take hard work on your part. It is going to take deliberate choices to be like Jesus in how you relate to others. But it’s worth the hard work!

What will be the result of a life lived with humility?

• Your life will bring light to dark places. (v. 16)

14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation in which you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold out the word of life

I kept thinking about Mother Teresa all week. How she dedicated her life to helping the poorest of the poor in Calcutta, India. How somehow, this humble servant woman achieved world-wide fame for her service. Talk about being a shining light in a dark place.

Paul says that when we live lives of humility, being a servant, putting others first – the result is we will shine like stars in the universe as we hold out the word of life to others. 

The world is full of people clamoring for attention, for honor, for prestige. You want your life to be set apart from the crowd? Live humbly and put others needs before your own. 

CONCLUSION:
How will your life be different this week? 
What action can you take to literally empty yourself of your rights and become like a servant? 
What task do you routinely do that causes you to complain? 

I challenge you to live in the shadow of our Lord Jesus, who lived a humble life, and because of it now basks in eternal glory with the Father. I urge you to write down one concrete action step you can take this week to develop this attitude of humility and follow the example of Jesus.

Becoming a joy-FULL person will stem from your willingness to serve others from a heart of humility. Will you risk it?
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