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Philippians 3:1-3

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,

 Have you ever heard a preacher in his sermon say, “Now in conclusion”

 So you reach for the song book … but he continues on and on and on.

 Paul begins this chapter with the words “Finally, my brethren” - and continues on for two more chapters.

Some Greek scholars suggest that the word “finally” (loipon) can be a transition word, a word that introduces a new thought.

What is this new thought?

 “Rejoice in the Lord”

 The need to rejoice is a recurring theme in this letter to the Philippians and to the church at Wauseon. 

Philippians 1:18

18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.



Philippians 2:17

17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.

Philippians 2:18

18 For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.



Philippians 2:28

28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful.

Philippians 3:1

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.

 Here in 3:1, Paul makes a significant addition - 

Rejoice IN THE LORD

No matter what tragedy might befall us we who are in the Lord have reason to rejoice. So if you are not in the Lord  you need to get in the Lord because tragedy is going to strike.

You may lose your possessions or your money.

Your mate may desert you, or your children may disappoint you.

Your health may fail, or your steps may falter.

“In the Lord” .................. rejoice!

Not in the Lord .... Get in the Lord

Romans 6:3

3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

Galatians 3:27-28

27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

It may not always be payday and fair weather, but the Christian can always ‘rejoice in the Lord’”

 “rejoice in the Lord”

Philippians 3:1

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is not tedious, but for you it is safe.
 

Repetition of basic truths is not bad Repetition can be overdone, but some is needed.

Repetition is how one learns Repetition is a safeguard

Some complain, “Don’t keep telling us the old truths! We want something new and different!”

The vital question is not, “Is it new? - But is it true?”

Philippians 3:2

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!
 

Paul has been focusing on people who he loved, but next he turns his attention to those who would harm them.

 Judaizing teachers were Jews who had become Christians but still held on the law of Moses and taught that Christians needed to embrace Judaism.

move along........nothing to see here for us ... right? there are no Jews in Wauseon.   no one here teaching we must be Jews first.

To understand just how serious this warning was we need to put our self in the mindset of a Jew think about “Beware of dogs” Don’t think of dogs as pampered pets, but a dogs which prowl about eastern cities, without a home and without an owner, feeding on the refuse and filth of the streets quarrelling among themselves, and attacking the passer-by.

The term “dogs” is always used in a derogatory sense in the scriptures.

 There is a touch of irony here. The rabbis said the Gentile world were like dogs - but Paul said these Judaizing teachers were like dogs. 

The Judaizing teachers doubtless thought of themselves as workers of good, but the apostle said they were just the opposite....Why? 

They were guilty of adding to the word of God

Revelation 22:18

18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;
 

“beware of the false circumcision” (NAS) - 

“look out for those who mutilate the flesh” (RSV)

 They had taken the rite of circumcision and made it nothing more than bodily mutilation.

 Nothing is wrong with circumcision as an optional medical practice, but when people tried to bind it on Christians as a required religious ceremony, Paul labeled it as “mutilation”

Most of us have seen warning signs - “Warning, Bridge out” - etc. We ignore such signs at our own risk.

 Paul is giving the Philippians warnings The Bible gives us many warnings as well and we must give serious heed.

Like I said.....move along........nothing to see here for us ... right? there are no Jews in Wauseon.   no one here teaching we must be Jews first.

2 Corinthians 11:13-15

13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ.14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.



Lets see any one in Fulton county teaching stuff not in the Bible .

No piano, 

qualifications for Elders & Deacons can be side stepped. 

Split from the body ..........division

Can't use the building to put on a musical performance for the town unless the people playing are Church of Christ.

Baptize children, 

flaunt tax laws, 

side step financial reporting responsibility to church body.... 

And that is just the people who claim to be restoring the church to the pattern of the New Testament. 

We do not have time to talk about all the denominational Dogs.

Philippians 3:3

3 For we are the circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh,

Today Christians are the true Jews, the true children of God.

I had a person who is a member of a local "church of Christ" just this week discontinue our Bible study this week because I insist this verse means what it says, and he wants to believe that the Jews are God's chosen people by race and must rebuild the Temple before Jesus comes back.....

Move on nothing to see here... no dogs today.... never a false prophet to be found. 

Circumcision was a sign of a covenant relationship under the old law - today Christians are God’s covenant people.

 After asserting that Christians are God’s covenant people, Paul lists three characteristics of the “true circumcision”

 “worship God in the spirit” 

1) Worship as revealed by the Spirit (Bible)

2) Worship in the spirit - correct attitude

Both are taught in   John 4:24

24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

 The false teacher glories in the rites and rituals

3. We are to glory in the Lord - not in ourselves

 “Have no confidence in the flesh” In the context, the meaning is not to put any confidence in the fleshly ceremony of circumcision.

We must not put any confidence in what we have done - do not brag about what we have done Nothing is more unbecoming than a bragging Christian.

No matter what happens, we must do as Paul said, “Rejoice in the Lord”

 True rejoicing in the Lord can only come if we are Christians.

A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside. 
'Your son is here,' she said to the old man..
She had to repeat the words several times before the 
patient's eyes opened..
He was heavily sedated because of the pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the young uniformed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent. He reached out his hand. The Marine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man's limp ones, squeezing a message of love and encouragement.
The nurse brought a chair so that the Marine could sit beside the bed. All through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding the old man's hand and offering him words of love and strength. Occasionally, 
the nurse suggested that the Marine move away and rest 
awhile.   He refused. Whenever the nurse 
came into the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noises of the hospital - the clanking of the oxygen tank, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the other patients.
Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words. The dying man said nothing, only held tightly to his son all through the night.
Along towards dawn, the old man died. The Marine released the now lifeless hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse. While she did what she had to do, he waited.
Finally, she returned. She started to offer words of sympathy, but the Marine interrupted her.
'Who was that man?' he asked. The nurse was startled, 'He 
was your father,' she answered. 
'No, he wasn't,' the Marine replied. 'I never saw him before in

my life.'
'Then why didn't you say something when I took you to him?'' I knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, and his son just wasn't here. 
When I realized that he was too sick to tell 
whether or not I was his son, knowing how much he needed me, I stayed. 'The next time someone needs you... just be there. 
Stay. 
WEARE NOT HUMAN BEINGS GOING THROUGH A TEMPORARY SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE.
WE ARE SPIRITUAL BEINGS GOING THROUGH A 
TEMPORARY HUMAN EXPERIENCE.
Rejoice in the Lord Always
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