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Philippians 4:1-9

Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.



Tracy Lyperd was a beauty queen in VA.  After crowning her successor, she drove 250 miles to seek revenge on her ex-boyfriend who had married another. She took along a pistol, a hammer, lighter fluid & matches.
When she arrived at his house & rang the doorbell, it was answered by his new father-in-law. Tracy faked having car trouble, & asked if she could use the telephone. Once inside the house, she took out her hammer & hit the father-in-law on the head. She stunned him, but didn’t knock him out.

She didn’t realize was that he was an ex-secret service agent. He grabbed her & as they struggled, she pulled the pistol from her purse & tried to shoot him. That’s when the mother-in-law joined the fray & the two of them wrestled her to the floor, holding her until the police arrived. 
She said that she was driven to seek revenge because she needed "inner peace."

I.  peace with one another 

II.  peace within 

III. peace with God. 
Peace means "being in a right relationship." So peace with one another means being in a right relationship with one another. 

II. Peace within means being alright within  

III. peace with God means being alright with God.
I. PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER
If some didn't gripe, complain, argue, fight, whine, moan, groan and feel sorry for them selves they wouldn't have a lot to say. 

"My way, or no way!"  Me first!!
But in the church it’s different. We always get along with each other, never disagree!! 

We do disagree at times.  
 Everybody has opinions they are like armpits every body has a couple and other peoples don't smell good to me. 

Even in the church. But the question is, what do we do with such diversity?
Do we say, "We’re so diverse we’ll never agree, so therefore we won’t do anything?" Or do we move forward prayerfully, realizing that some will disagree with whatever course you take? 

Philippians 4:2-3

2 I implore Euodia and I implore Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.

Two women, Christians who have worked side by side with the Apostle Paul, have had a disagreement, no idea what they’ve disagreed about.
Now this is a letter to the church at Philippi, Paul has dealt with some very important matters. Why in the midst of such an important letter, does Paul stick in something so personal about two women in the congregation?

Shouldn’t he have tried to solve this problem much more discreetly and privately? Why so publicly as to write about it in a letter that millions have read now for nearly 2,000 years?
Well, maybe it is because it is important that the church communicate to the world that we don’t handle disagreements the same way that the world handles them - that we’re able to find common ground.

Paul doesn’t take sides. He doesn’t say, "Syntyche is right & Euodia is wrong. So you get out of here, Euodia." 
Paul doesn’t pull rank. He doesn’t say, "I’m the apostle here I say if you two don’t agree, you’re both out of here." Instead, he encourages them to find common ground where they can agree. He says, "I plead with (you) to agree with each other in the Lord."

Romans 12:18

18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.

Paul appoints a third party to intervene. Philippians 4:3

3 And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the Book of Life.

" We don’t know who he was, but whoever he was, he was a peacemaker. And Jesus said, "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called Sons of God."
There is nothing Satan would rather do than to divide the church. Because if he can do that, then he can so cripple the church that it won’t be effective in getting out the good news about Jesus.
So it’s important that we pledge to one another to God that we’ll not allow ourselves to be used as pawns in the hand of Satan to divide His church. As we serve God together, we will be at peace with one another. 
 I.  PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER

II. PEACE WITHIN
Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.



I don’t know how you felt as you came to assembly this morning. Sometimes we feel like we’re on top of the world and everything is going our way. 
Did you come here this morning carrying a heavy burden? Worried about something. Maybe there is a problem in your life that just doesn’t seem to go away. Maybe you feel guilty.  Concerned about finances. Frustrated because you’re trying to get something accomplished and can’t seem to get it done. 
Whatever the reason, here we are. Paul’s words are directed at all of us who carry burdens. 
We need to realize that as Paul writes these words he is not sitting in some ivory tower. Not all the pieces of his life are in place either. He’s in prison & facing trial. He may soon be executed. But in these verses, Paul writes a formula for developing peace within.
He says, "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer & petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." In other words, "Don’t worry. Let God handle it."
Worry is the Christian’s most popular sin because it is one that we don’t even try to disguise. Worry is so common in our lives that we’re not even particularly ashamed of it.
When we come to gather we mouth all the right words, "Crown Him with many crowns. He’s Lord of Lords & King of Kings. He is Emanuel. God is with us."
But then we leave some times we seem forget that He’s with us. We forget He’s Lord & King. And we take all the burdens that we brought with us put them right back on again. And we begin to worry more & more.

Ephesians 3:16

16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,

 Paul is saying that even while we’re wasting away on the outside, if we’re Christians, we’re being strengthened & changed on the inside. 
Matthew 6:25-34

25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing?26 “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?27 “Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;29 “and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.30 “Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.34 “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.


Worry is assuming responsibility that God never intended us to have. 
1 Peter 5:7

7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

I.  PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER

II. PEACE WITHIN
III. PEACE WITH GOD
Philippians 4:8-9

8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.



"Here are 8 filters. Everything you hear and see needs to pass through them. And if it doesn’t make it through these 8 filters then it shouldn’t be in your mind & in your heart.
There is so much garbage in this world. And the old saying "garbage in, garbage out" is true. 

 "Put everything through these 8 filters. If it’s not true, then don’t welcome it. If it’s not noble, if it’s not right, or pure or lovely or admirable or excellent or praiseworthy, don’t let it find a home in your heart. And if you’ll use these filters you’ll have peace with God." 

John 16:33

33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”


There once was a contest that offered a great prize to the artist who would paint the best picture of peace. Many artists tried. The committee looked at all the pictures, but it really came down to two beautiful paintings.
One picture was of a calm, serene lake. The lake mirrored the peaceful mountains that towered over it. There above the mountains was a pale blue sky dotted with soft, white clouds. Surely, said the crowd this was the perfect picture of peace.
The other picture had mountains, too. These were rugged, stark against an angry sky from which rain fell, and the storm clouds roiled. There rushing down the side of the mountain tumbled a frothing waterfall. The picture did not look peaceful at all.
Then as you looked closely you saw it. There behind the waterfall a tiny bush growing in a crack in the rock and in the bush a mother bird had built her nest. There, in the midst of the rush of angry water, sat the mother bird on her nest.. safe and in perfect peace.
Peace does not mean to be in a place where there is no turmoil, trouble, or problem. As long as we are in this world there will be problems. No.. Peace means you can be in the middle of crisis.. in the midst of some terrible problem and still have the assurance that everything is going to be okay. That is the real peace. This kind of peace comes from the knowledge that you are in the hands of a loving and caring God. A God who will see you through every storm and every battle!
Remember the words that Jesus first spoke to His disciples following His resurrection? The disciples were in the upper room, & they were fearful for their own lives. Their leader was dead, & their future uncertain.
Just then Jesus appeared though locked doors & spoke to them. Do you remember what He said? 
 "The betrayed sought His betrayers. And what did He say to them? Not, `What a bunch of flops you are.’ Not, `I told you so.’ And there was no `Where were you when I really needed you,’ speech.
"No, his first words were just one simple phrase, `Peace be with you.’ The very thing that they didn’t have was the very thing that He offered - peace. And He still offers it to us. 
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