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Milk cartons.....Amber Alert....... Shinning Star

“…wise men came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child…?.”
Matthew 2:2

Where is the Child?

Well, Christmas is over. The tree is down, back to work tomorrow. All the returns and exchanges have been take care of. Most decorations have been taken down and are stored away for another year.  This time of year can be cold, empty and sad.

Do we have anything to look forward to for the next 90 days besides credit card bills, dry skin, and freezing cold weather? 

What are we to do this time of year concerning our faith life?

Issue an amber alert for the child we have been waiting for? 

Strange men from a faraway land came following a star and bearing gifts to the baby Jesus.  Besides conjuring up images of  kids wearing bathrobes and crowns in plays, the account contains some wonderful clues about how to press on. 

Most scholars believe the visit of the Magi probably happened about two years after Jesus’ actual birth, despite their frequent portrayal as standing there right alongside the shepherds that first night of His birth. 

Matthew 2:11

11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

 “Where is the child?” 

Where is Jesus now that Christmas is over? 

What are we going to do about Him? 

Will we put him up with the Christmas decorations for another year or will He  impact our lives? 

Has anything really changed? 

“Where is the child?” What do we learn  looking for Him.

It’s a MISSION

A mission from God, to God.  “Wise men came from the east asking: “Where is the child?” Their journey was a long and difficult one, probably taking some years. 

It was purposeful, unrelenting, and costly.   It took an amazing amount of perseverance to complete it.

 Robert F. Scott,  first man to reach the South Pole. After a series of setbacks, Scott arrived at the South Pole on January 17, 1912, only to discover that another explorer had beaten him there by a month. On the return journey Scott and all four of his colleagues died. 

After one of his earlier expeditions through the frozen continent Scott commented in a letter: “How much better this ordeal has been than lounging in too great comfort at home.” 

Pressing on, going somewhere, and doing something while the rest of the world sits by indifferent to God’s mission in the world. There’s nothing heroic about that – it’s just part of the normal Christian life. Romans 12:1-2

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



 How much purpose does your Christian life have? In order to find the King – it’s going to take some effort in these days after Christmas. Effort is not opposed to grace;  earning is opposed to grace. We don’t earn God’s grace, but sometimes we have to get out of our cozy beds and hit the road on a mission.

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

The main reason the Wise Men journeyed so far to find Jesus was because they wanted to “pay him homage.” 

Why did you come here today? Why do you study your Bible?  Why do you give to the church? 

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

It’s about the BIBLE

They wouldn’t have had to stop if they’d have been students of Scripture, and believe me, no man likes to stop and ask for directions! As soon as the priests and scribes were called together to answer where the Messiah was to be born they immediately responded, “In Bethlehem.” Why? Because that’s what the prophet Micah prophesied centuries before and that’s what was written down in Scripture!

Micah 5:2

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, 

Yet out of you shall come forth to Me 

The One to be Ruler in Israel, 

Whose goings forth are from of old, 

From everlasting.”



The Bible, is our GPS, our internal navigation system. 

In these days after Christmas, in these earliest days of the New Year, are you spending time in God’s word to discover the Way, the Truth, and the Life contained in it?

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

It’s about the BIBLE

It’s about JOY

Matthew 2:10

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy.
 Discontentment, or lack of joy is a root cause for most of life’s problems. Imagine, for instance, if Satan had been content being an angel and he didn’t want “more.” Imagine if Adam and Eve had been content with all the trees in the Garden of Eden except for that one. Imagine what this world would be like if everyone just learned to be content with what we have.

Closer to home, imagine the joy you and I could share if we choose to be content, knowing that God will never leave us and never forsake us, that He will provide everything we need; and that we can totally trust him. This joy in the security of God’s provision, joy in being able to rest and not struggle to survive, joy in his acceptance of us.

 Would you describe your faith life as one that is “overwhelmed with joy?” Is there any joy at all for you?

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

It’s about the BIBLE

It’s about JOY 

It’s about offering God our BEST

The wise men came bearing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. These were three very expensive gifts, even for wealthy philosophers or kings to afford. Simply put they were some of the most precious things available in their day.

Would you say that you typically offer God your best? The best of your time, your talents, and your treasure? Or is God’s share of who you are and what you have often relegated to the leftovers?

Here’s a secret – actually it’s not a secret. Even God doesn’t like leftovers.  

Leftovers are the remains of what has already been picked over. 

In the very first commandment of the Ten we can learn something about the nature of God  “You shall have no other Gods but me.”  “No leftovers.”  Put God first and don’t make anything more important than Jesus in your life. To do so is not only very dangerous but damming.

In these days after Christmas, let’s all be wise men and give God our best, not the leftovers of our time, our talents, and our treasure.

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

It’s about the BIBLE

It’s about JOY 

It’s about offering God our BEST

It’s all about JESUS

This is such a great gift of God – to send His Son to earth to show us the way.   Christians have a living guide, Christ Himself, through the power of His Spirit, His Word that tells us “this is the way, walk in it.” 

It’s all about Jesus…who He was, what He did, and how He loves us.

How are you going to live in these days following Christmas? Will you let the story of the Wise Men guide you? Will you allow these  principles to go deep into your soul?

What do we learn looking for Jesus?

It’s a MISSION

It’s about giving GLORY to God

It’s about the BIBLE

It’s about JOY 

It’s about offering God our BEST

It’s all about JESUS

 My prayer is that you will and that I will…Let’s Pray.
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