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LOVE UNDER FIRE

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

1 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,4 knowing, beloved brethren, your election by God.5 For our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among you for your sake.6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe.8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.



"Love under Fire"
In Paul’s day, 200,000 plus lived in Thessalonica -- most were Greeks, but there were also Romans and a strong Jewish minority. 

At least 10 because there had to be 10 Jews to have a synagogue.

Situated on the main east-west highway of the Roman Empire, it was the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia and loyal to Rome. It survives to this day, now known as Salonika
In Acts 17, We see Paul’s initial visit to Thessalonica.   When Paul, Timothy and Silas arrived in Thessalonica -- they spend 3 weeks teaching and preaching in the synagogue.

Acts 17:1-10

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures,3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.”4 And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.

5 But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.6 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers of the city, crying out, “These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.7 “Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying there is another king—Jesus.”8 And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things.9 So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.

10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.

Paul's love was under fire and he was run out of town 
When the mob learned they were in Berea, they saddled up their camels and headed to Berea stirring up more trouble forcing him to flee to the coast and take a ship to Athens to escape their fury, while Timothy and Silas stayed in Berea.
Some time later, Paul was reunited with Timothy and Silas in Corinth. Now Paul, was still concerned about the church in Thessalonica -- it was a young church and Paul had to leave after just 3 weeks of teaching..... could this church survive  This is not even enough time to get the worship band together and all playing the same note!! So Paul sent Timothy to Thessalonica to find out how they were doing,   Their love has surely been tested, their love has been under fire.

 according I Thessalonians 3:2, "TIMOTHY WAS TO STRENGTHEN AND ENCOURAGE THEM IN THEIR FAITH.." 
Paul was still in Corinth, when Timothy returned with news from Thessalonica. And it was from Corinth that Paul wrote  to them two letters.     

1 Thessalonians 1:7

7 so that you became examples to all in Macedonia and Achaia who believe.

They are doing something so well that it warrants others doing the same thing. Their Love had grown under fire

They are a model church.  A model of how to have love under fire. Philippians 2:3

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

    We all can learn something about living  from them.

1 Thessalonians 2:8

8 So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own lives, because you had become dear to us.

If, any church, any Christian, is like those in Thessalonica, they will be well rooted and well on their way down the right track...
Bros, there is so much that we can learn from this church. Paul in closing this letter makes a statement that is not found in any other of his letters, He writes; "I CHARGE YOU BEFORE THE LORD TO HAVE THIS LETTER READ TO ALL THE BROTHERS...."  Because we can learn watching their love under fire.  
WHY, WHY, OH WHY,    WAS THE THESSALONIAN CHURCH A MODEL FOR ALL CHURCHES. FOR ALL GOD'S PEPOLE EVERYWHERE.
WHY, WAS THEIRS A FAITH WORTH TALKING ABOUT?
WHAT MADE THEM SO SPECIAL? -- WHAT WERE THEY DOING THAT WAS SO RIGHT?
WHAT IS THE ELEMENT, THE KEY WE ARE MISSING?? WHAT DOES THAT "ACHIENT POWER"  LOOK LIKE THAT IS THE MISSING  TODAY.  Have we resorted to a one dimensional Gospel where we have God in our little box to protect him from friendly fire?
1 Thessalonians 1:1-3

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 

1 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers,3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,

I. Love Under Fire = WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... 

Relationship produces righteous performance : Righteous performance cannot produce relationship..........


True faith  true love will always result in works for God... ... ..

Can you have works without faith?        

Sure........ guilt,.... duty,...... selfish ambition .............. because no one else will do it...
You can work without faith,............. but you can not have real faith without works.... That is why Satan keeps our Love under Fire
Some people have a JOB  others involve themselves in a MINISTRY. 
If you are doing it because not one else will, it's a JOB.
If you are doing it to serve the Lord, it's a MINISTRY.

If you quit because somebody criticized you, it was a JOB.
If you keep on serving, it's a MINISTRY.

If you quit because no one praised you or thanked you, it was a JOB.
If you stay with it even though nobody recognized your efforts, it's a MINISTRY.
If you do it only as long as it does not interfere with your other activities, it's a JOB.
If you are committed to staying with it even when it means letting go of other things, it's a MINISTRY.
The average church is filled with people doing JOBS.
The Church @ Thess filled with people involved in MINISTRY.  Even with their love under fire.

If God calls you to MINISTRY, don't treat it like a JOB.
If you have a JOB, consider giving it up to find MINISTRY.
God wants people who are excited and faithful to Him in MINISTRY
2. IN ORDER TO HAVE LOVE UNDER FIRE WE MUST  FOLLOW THEIR EXAMPLE OF  LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE... 

I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... 

II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE
The word here that is translated labor, means: a beating or the weariness caused by a beating... it also means the exertion that brings on physical weariness... It was used to describe the tiring that one undergoes in battle..  

I'd rather burn out than rust out

Every sold out Christian I have ever known labors to the point of exhaustion then...... 1 hour more .....it is in that last hour the dross is refined.

We live in a bail out culture  Ever laborer is entitled to an epidural....

I am so sick of pink cheeked boys who are about half a homosexual sitting in evangelism class who wouldn't know the plan of salvation if it was walking down the street wearing a hat.   

Meetings of people who haven't had a convert in years to determine if the house church is the model for the new millennium .... News flash it is not the method it is the man     

RELATIONSHIP produces Righteous Performance Righteous Performance NEVER produces a real RIGHTOUS relationship  with GOD or anybody else.
Labor, isn’t a real good time (right ladies?)... You see, it is one thing to be mentally willing to do the work of the Kingdom -- but it is quit another; to be made weary by it -- to be afflicted by it -- to groan because of the struggle that is required in order to accomplish the task. 
What could possibly be the motivation for undergoing such exertion...? Paul says the motive is LOVE UNDER FIRE

"TRASKI" ........."GINNIE"
But a Love for who? Well, it is certainly not love for ourselves... You see, it is the love for self and the desire for ones own personal comfort that may cause one to theories rather than evangelize.
If not love for self -- then love for who?

Mark 12:28-34

28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?”29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.30 ‘And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment.31 “And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”32 So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He.33 “And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”34 Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” But after that no one dared question Him.



If this is not far ......then what is the real litmus test

Love Under fire

John 15:9-15

9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.10 “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.12 “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.14 “You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.15 “No longer do I call you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.

Our motive, the driving force behind our labor for the Kingdom -- must be love for God and love for others.... Any other motive won’t do, Any other reason is weak and inferior and will not last... 

Any other motive no mater how right it may sound is sick wrong & perverted
I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... Love under Fire 

II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE  Love under fire
III. ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE  Philippians 2:3

3 Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.

Endure, stay alive, stand firm -- to endure -- to bear -- to suffer -- bearing of pain by the wounded -- and heroism in the face of bodily suffering.
1 Thessalonians 2:14

14 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea in Christ Jesus. For you also suffered the same things from your own countrymen, just as they did from the Judeans,

What inspired this kind of endurance in the Thessalonians Christians?  hope -- and not just any hope..
People put their hope false God's -- their money, their home, their job, their looks, their children, their husband, their wives, their financial stability...IN SUCCESS AND PRAISE FROM MEN...or in a bottle or a pill. 
 Lot's of people have their hope in the wrong thing their love has not been under fire ........... they will not long endure....
If you want to really endure  put your hope in the Lord Jesus Christ!! 
MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHINGNESS THEN JESUS BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS; I DARE NOT TRUST THE SWEETEST FRAME, BUT WHOLLY LEAN ON JESUS NAME. ON CHRIST THE SOLID ROCK I STAND; ALL OTHER GROUND IS SINKING SAND, ALL OTHER GROUND IS SINKING SAND...


I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH...                                              II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE
III. ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE

IV. Follow the Lord (because of our love)

1 Thessalonians 1:6

6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,

We live in a world that loves to mimic.
Some celebrity grows his sideburns on TV and then all of sudden everyone is growing their sideburns... Some gal  dresses a certain way or does her hair a certain way and bingo -- it’s the latest trend...
Imitation is a fact of life -- we can’t get away from it... But the question is JUST WHO ARE WE IMITATING....
Who were the Thessalonians imitating - who were they mimicking in their daily lives? PAUL SAYS, "YOU BECAME IMITATORS OF US AND OF THE LORD...." When people in Thessalonica, aw how they treated each other, how they served the Lord, how they acted on the job, how they talked -- how they lived, when people saw them -- they said "HEY I KNOW WHO THESE GUYS REMIND ME OF -- THESE GUYS REMIND OF JESUS, YEAH THAT’S WHO..." 


"YOU BECAME IMITATORS OF US AND THE LORD IN SPITE OF SEVERE SUFFERING..." THERE IS A PRICE TO BE PAID FOR IMITATING JESUS -- 
Are you ready to be a disciple of Jesus, to follow the Lamb of God -- to be an Imitator of the Good Shepherd.... and, are you willing to suffer to do it... The Thessalonians were -- and they are a model for us... for you!  They were a light to the European continent. 

Did their love under fire make a difference..... Any one here from European decent? 

I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... 

II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE
III. ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE

IV. Follow the Lord (because of our love)

V.  Turn
Love Under Fire turned  from idols. From sin to Christ, from darkness to light, and from wrong to right....
"It would be difficult to exaggerate how radical is the change of allegiance which is implied by the turn from idols to the living God. For idols are dead; God is living. Idols are false; God is true. Idols are many --God is one; Idols are visible and tangible -- God is invisible and intangible, beyond the reach of sight and touch. Idols are creatures, the work of human hands -- God is the Creator of the universe and of all mankind." 
Idols were a part of life in Thessalonica -- they were everywhere and from Thessalonica, the people could see Mt Olympus which was about 50 miles south of their city, the place where the Greek Gods were supposed to live.... 

We need to understand that idols had a tremendous hold over the people’s minds, hearts and lives. For centuries they have lived in superstitious dread of them and had bowed down to them in fearful worship.. And the very thought of breaking away from them, filled them with alarm, as they feared the spirit’s revenge....
And today’s much more sophisticated idols -- (God substitutes) are equally as powerful.... Some people are eaten up with selfish ambition, ambition for money, power,  fame. Others, are obsessed with work, sport television,  infatuated with a person  addicted to food, drugs, alcohol  sex.... And People bow down in a fearful dread to this paper god  MONEY.... pledging their allegiance  (an allegiance that belongs to God alone) hoping for life from these idols -- and the very thought of breaking away for them, cutting off all ties -- fills modern man and woman with alarm -- as they fear what will happen to them without these idols, they don’t feel they can go on without them.
Our Love Is Under Fire
EVERY IDOLATER IS A PRISONER, HELD IN A HUMILIATING BONDAGE...
Then, through the gospel and the grace of God, in many cases (as was the case in Thessalonica) suddenly and completely, the prisoner turns away from the idols that have so controlled their lives and turns to God.... You see SOME HAVE HAD a powerful encounter with God/Jesus. and they turn to God from idols.\   Even with their love under fire
FOR US TO REALLY TURN TO GOD THERE MUST FIRST BE A TURNING AWAY FROM IDOLS.... YOU SEE IF WE HAVE NEVER TURNED AWAY FROM THEM WE NEVER HAVE REALLY TURNED TO GOD --- 

IS THERE SOMETHING IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW THAT YOU NEED TO TURN AWAY FORM SO THAT YOU CAN REALLY TURN TO GOD? 

Does the Fire from the enemy have you pinned down? 

IS THERE SOMETHING YOU NEED TO WITH BROKENNESS S AND TEARS OF GUILT AND REPENTANCE CAST INTO THE FIRE OR CUT DOWN -- 

DO IT NOW!

I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... 

II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE
III. ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE

IV. Follow the Lord (because of our love)

V.  Turn
VI. SERVE
Matthew 20:26-28

26 “Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.27 “And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—28 “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”



I. WORK PRODUCED BY FAITH... 

II. LABOR PROMPTED BY LOVE
III. ENDURANCE INSPIRED BY HOPE

IV. Follow the Lord (because of our love)

V.  Turn
VI. SERVE
VII. WAIT

1 Thessalonians 1:10

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.



IT IS IMMEDIATELY NOTEWORTHY THAT "SERVING" AND "WAITING" GO TOGETHER IN THE EXPERIENCE OF CONVERTED PEOPLE. INDEED, THIS IS AT FIRST SURPRISING, SINCE "SERVING IS ACTIVE, WHILE WAITING IS PASSIVE. YET THESE TWO THINGS ARE NOT INCOMPATIBLE EACH BALANCES THE OTHER.

 HOWEVER HARD WE WORK AND SERVE, THERE ARE LIMITS TO WHAT WE CAN ACCOMPLISH. 

WE MUST LOOK EXPECTANTLY IN THE MIRROR OF HIS WORD BEING TRANSFORMED INTO THE IMAGE OF CHRIST

2 Corinthians 3:18

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.



Love under fire keep us from  BEING CLOSED AND  INDIFFERENT TO THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD AROUND US.  WORK WHILE WE WAIT, FOR WE CALLED TO SERVE THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD.
THUS WORKING AND WAITING BELONG TOGETHER. IN COMBINATION THEY WILL DELIVER US FROM THE PRESUMPTION WHICH THINKS WE CAN DO EVERYTHING AND FROM THE PESSIMISM WHICH THINKS WE CAN DO NOTHING..
WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR: 
YES OUR LOVE IS UNDER FIRE LETS PUT FIRE UNDER OUR LOVE


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





