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Genesis 12:1-5

Now the Lord had said to Abram: 

1 “Get out of your country, 

From your family 

And from your father’s house, 

To a land that I will show you.

2 I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.5 Then Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan.



A covenant is an agreement between two parties that involves promises or vows to each of the other.  A formal binding agreement with conditions. A covenant is based on character a contract is based on conditions. 

The concept of covenant between GOD and his people is one of the most important truths of the Bible.

I. Bible covenants identify sin (Rom 3:20)

II. restrain sin (1 Tim 1:9-10)

III. reveal mans need for forgiveness of sin (Isa 59:1-2)

IV. give instructions on how to receive forgiveness of sin (Acts 2:38)

V. leave man with hope (Rom 5:1-11)


During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor wrote to his wife, "We have twenty-five cents--and all the promises of God! 
Let's finish up Walking Noah Genesis 8:20-22

20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.21 And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, “I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

22 “While the earth remains, 

1 Seedtime and harvest, 

Cold and heat, 

Winter and summer, 

And day and night 

Shall not cease.”



Genesis 9:11-17

11 “Thus I establish My covenant with you: Never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood; never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”12 And God said: “This is the sign of the covenant which I make between Me and you, and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:13 “I set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the covenant between Me and the earth.14 “It shall be, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud;15 “and I will remember My covenant which is between Me and you and every living creature of all flesh; the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh.16 “The rainbow shall be in the cloud, and I will look on it to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”17 And God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant which I have established between Me and all flesh that is on the earth.”



Was this pre law covenant nailed to the cross or is it still in effect?  We will find the same true with the covenant God made with Abraham and our response will be the same in that Jesus is the Christ the son of the living God.  We believe God and it will be accounted to us for righteousness
Abraham Known as the Father of Faith 
He believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness 
He was blessed of God in everyway imaginable
There are many things that we can learn from the life of Abraham.
 

Sometimes God Asks Us To Do Things That Are Contrary to Human Reason  

 Leave Your Country (home, comfort, familiar surroundings) 
You will find this concept throughout the Bible.
Human Reason.....Moses and Israelites at Red Sea 
 Human Reason........David and Goliath 
Human Reason...........Daniel and the Lions Den 
Human Reason.........Hosea and Gamer


 The Lord tells Abram to leave his fathers house.
 Abram was 75 years old,  Perhaps worked with his father I just got to looking around the other day and do you know how much junk I have gathered in just the last 12 years while living north of town?
The Lord tells Abram to go to a land he would show him later.

"M J  We are moving."  "where?"

"I don't know God has not told me yet."
Doesn’t even show him where to go right away.

Belarus?       Bermuda?        Brazil? 
Tells him to go first and then he would show him where.
Because the Lord Said.

That’s scary stuff, I’ve learned this from personal experience.
Fired from a ministry with no where to go is like God saying Go.... I’ll show you where just go.
1 Corinthians 1:18

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

 Sometimes God may ask us to go places and do things that don’t seem logical to those in the world, but I’d rather be right in God’s eyes than the worlds eyes.

That is when the strength of the covenant is tested,  That’s when you find out for sure what is preference and what is conviction
I’d rather be:
In the center of God’s will and depend on the wisdom of God 
 In the deepest, darkest jungle than in the Hilton with the Devil.

God may sometimes ask us to do things that do not make sense to the world, but the world is always doing things that do not make sense to anybody.


God Asks Us To Expect A Blessing 

Genesis 12:2-3

2 I will make you a great nation; 

I will bless you 

And make your name great; 

And you shall be a blessing.

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

And I will curse him who curses you; 

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”



How do you expect a blessing when your marriage is broken.  (Hagar & Sara)

Your spouse dies, (Sara Died)  

your parent dies, (Acts 7:4 Abraham’s father died in Haran)

your child dies  

Hebrews 11:17

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,


I Will Bless You......... Believe more...... not try harder  walk by faith not by sight..... God and I are in a blood covenant.


 The Lord tells Abram that he would make him a great nation.
75 years old .........Sarai was old ...................No children
The Lord also tells him that he would bless him.
Leaving his livelihood  , Lord could you have me a job ready when this one goes belly up?  Could I please see where I am falling.  

Why do you worry my son we are in covenant remember..... 
Abraham could only take what he could carry  When the head of the household died, his heir assumed that title and its responsibilities. It is also identified with ancestral lands and property. By leaving his father’s household, Abram was thus giving up his inheritance and his right to family.

Romans 6:4

4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
 
The Lord promises to make his name great. Abram was just a country boy from Ur.
He promises Abram that all the nations on earth would be blessed through him. 
 Abram expected all this to take place!!!!!!!  You know how I know that? ..........He left!  He backed up the u-haul to the door and left....No map, no Garmin, no cell phone, just trust in the covenant. 

Not just going but going with a purpose

Matthew 28:19-20

19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.





Thou shall be a blessing:  "Be a blessing!"

Quit asking God to bless you and try being a blessing to someone and see how that works out for you. 
God blesses us so that we can bless others


My mom bought a Jeep when she was 85

 "I don’t suppose I will live forever," she says, "but while I do live I don’t see why I shouldn’t live as if I expected to." 


Ephesians 3:20

20 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us,

Philippians 4:19

19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
 
 If we truly believe these things then why: 
 shouldn’t we expect them, ....... shouldn’t we believe on them 
shouldn’t we have faith to expect them  Is the rainbow still there is God still faithful do we have to try harder to produce the rainbow. We should expect it because God promised it! 
Our Covenant keeping Appropriates God’s Blessing 
 Notice what Abram did: he left immediately! 
 He didn’t:........Phone a friend ...........Ask for a 50/50 
Write a letter to Dear Abby .....Consult his horoscope
God said move so he moved. 
Hebrews 11:8

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.

 If he had not gone out he would not have received what was promised.
 If we want the blessings of God we have to obey the Word of God.
 We obey not necessarily because we have to but because we believe in the promises of God.  We believe the covenant
Our Lives are promises in motion.
 We learn from Abram:
 I.  Sometimes God Asks Us To Do Things That Are Contrary to Human Reason  
II.   All the Time God Asks Us To Expect A Blessing (2-3) 

 III.   All of the Time Our Covenant keeping Appropriates God’s Blessing 
IV.     The question is How far are we willing to trust (believe) God?
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