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1 Samuel 16:1-5

Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.”2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’3 “Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.”4 So Samuel did what the Lord said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said, “Do you come peaceably?”5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice.



If you were going to choose someone to do an important job, what would be your criteria?   Suppose you were going to choose someone to sing at your wedding.   By appearance would you have choose Susan Boyle the plain Jane from England who sings like a million bucks? 

Would your job applicant have to  be a picture of vigor and health, and exude charisma, or would they simply have to be able to do the job, and possess character and integrity to perform that job honestly?
Choosing someone for an important position is serious business.   ................ 

Most people want the job done right....plus. We expect  people to look the part as well. We often want qualifications plus attractiveness.
The fact is man’s criteria for making a choice about someone is quite different from God’s. God has a whole different set of guidelines for making His choice. While man tends to make decisions based on the outward and the obvious, God always looks deeper. Talent, good looks, or high I.Q does not impress God. 

2 Corinthians 5:16

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.
 

God sent His prophet Samuel, to anoint a new king over Israel. However, God’s choice was a surprise to all involved.
 God’s choice is:

I. CONTRARY TO HUMAN REASON

1 Samuel 16:6-10

6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him.”7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”8 So Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”10 Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen these.”

When King Saul stood among the people, he was higher than any of the people from the shoulders and upward.”
 God was looking for a man with a holy heart.  

It’s strange how much stock we humans put in appearances. 

I was reading about a culture where the larger the women were the more beautiful they were thought to be. 

In fact, a young missionary who had a small, trim wife said that the nationals had told him she was a bad reflection on him—he obviously was not providing well enough for her.... 

A proverb in that culture says that if your wife is on a camel and the camel cannot stand up, your wife is truly beautiful.
 Jesse brought seven of his sons before Samuel. The number seven is often used in the Bible as the number of perfection. 

In one sense, Jesse’s seven sons, “…picture the perfection of the flesh, but the perfection of the flesh is always rejected in heaven.”

1 Samuel 16:11

11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.”
 
14a And David was the youngest…”
David was the baby of the family. As such, he was deemed worthy of only the more menial tasks. No one would have ever thought that David would have been God’s choice. Surely God wouldn’t choose a mere shepherd boy to be king of Israel.
There is some indication that the words “the youngest” imply more than merely age.
It meant he was the least in his father’s estimation; so small was David in his father’s esteem that it wasn’t considered necessary to include him in the family when the prophet of God called them to sacrifice.
If it looks good, it must be good. 

2 Corinthians 5:16

16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer.

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.


 “It is thought that beautiful people have beautiful personalities …We consistently judge them to be more sensitive, kind, intelligent, interesting, sociable, and exciting than less attractive people.”  There was a study in a school among kindergartners and teachers regarding the people to whom they were most often attracted: “They (the children) picked the most attractive children as their favorites. Their teachers did likewise, and considered the less attractive children more likely to be troublemakers.”  

 The fact is God doesn’t make His choice based on people’s opinions.
1 Corinthians 1:27

27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;

! Sam 16:7 the Lord looketh on the heart.”
David’s Heart Was Fixed On God.
1 Samuel 17:37

37 Moreover David said, “The Lord, who delivered me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you!”



1 Samuel 17:45

45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

Psalm 57:7

7 My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; 

I will sing and give praise.



 C.H. Spurgeon said 
I would recommend you either believe God up to the hilt, or else not to believe at all. Believe this book of God, every letter of it, or else reject it. There is no logical standing place between the two. Be satisfied with nothing less than a faith that swims in the deeps of divine revelation; 

a faith that paddles about the edge of the water is poor faith at best. It is little better than a dry-land faith, and is not good for much.
I know not, but God knows; 
Oh, blessed rest from fear!
All my unfolding days
To Him are plain and clear.

Each anxious, puzzled “Why?”
From doubt or dread that grows, 
Finds answer in this thought:
I know not, but He knows.

I cannot, but God can;
Oh, balm for all my care!
The burden that I drop 
His hand will lift and bear.

Though eagle pinions tire,
I walk where once I ran, 
This is my strength to know
I cannot, but He can.

I see not, but God sees;
Oh, all sufficient light!
My dark and hidden way
To Him is always bright.

My strained and peering eyes 
May close in restful ease,
And I in peace may sleep;
I see not, but He sees.

 King David saw God all around him—in the everyday things of life. We’d all be a lot happier if we’d learn to do the same. 

C. S. Lewis once said, “Nature never taught me that there exists a God of glory and of infinite majesty. I had to learn that in other ways. But nature gave the word glory a meaning for me”.

C. David’s Heart Was In Fellowship With God.
Psalm 19:14

14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

Be acceptable in Your sight, 

O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.



Psalm 139:23-24

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; 

Try me, and know my anxieties;

24 And see if there is any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting.



God’s choice is:
I. CONTRARY TO HUMAN REASON

II. CONDITIONED UPON HEART RESPONSE

III. CHARACTERIZED BY HEAVENLY RECOGNITION
Hw often we meet professing Christian people who have no power in witness, no radiance in their faces, no sweetness in their personalities, no reality in their spiritual lives. 
A. David Was Controlled By The Spirit.
1 Samuel 16:13

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel arose and went to Ramah.



1. Saul became jealous of David.

1 Samuel 18:7-9

7 So the women sang as they danced, and said: 

1 “Saul has slain his thousands, 

And David his ten thousands.”

8 Then Saul was very angry, and the saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?”9 So Saul eyed David from that day forward.



2. Saul feared David because he walked with God.

1 Samuel 18:12

12 Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him, but had departed from Saul.
 David may have only been a former shepherd boy, but he had learned to walk with God. In spite of Saul’s wealthy and prestigious background, he had never gained the spiritual depth of David.
How often do we meet unlettered people who seem to have struck profound spiritual depths while there are many highly educated people whom one feels are performing clever antics with their minds to cover a gaping hollowness that lies within. 
 The issue as far as God’s choice is concerned, is not stature, status, or smarts. It is spirituality. 

 “You can afford to be ten times less clever if only you are ten times more spiritual” 

David Was Crowned As Israel’s King.

2 Samuel 5:3

3 Therefore all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord. And they anointed David king over Israel.

 God’s choice is:
I. CONTRARY TO HUMAN REASON
II. CONDITIONED UPON HEART RESPONSE
III. CHARACTERIZED BY HEAVENLY RECOGNITION
Covenant Criteria concerning Christ and Christians....Come confirm Christ's covenant
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