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THEY CAME FROM "AFAR"

Isaiah 49:9-13

9 That You may say to the prisoners, ‘Go forth,’ 

To those who are in darkness, ‘Show yourselves.’ 

“They shall feed along the roads, 

And their pastures shall be on all desolate heights.

10 They shall neither hunger nor thirst, 

Neither heat nor sun shall strike them; 

For He who has mercy on them will lead them, 

Even by the springs of water He will guide them.

11 I will make each of My mountains a road, 

And My highways shall be elevated.

12 Surely these shall come from afar; 

Look! Those from the north and the west, 

And these from the land of Sinim.”

13 Sing, O heavens! 

Be joyful, O earth! 

And break out in singing, O mountains! 

For the Lord has comforted His people, 

And will have mercy on His afflicted.



Matthew 9:35-36

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.


 An ill-prepared college student taking an economics exam just before Christmas vacation wrote on his paper. “Only God knows the answers to these questions. Merry Christmas!”
The professor graded the papers and wrote this note: “God gets 100, you get 0. Happy New Year!”
Many people flunk when it comes to Christmas. 

 Orville and Wilbur Wright who had tried repeatedly to fly their homemade airplane. On the day it happened
they wired their sister Katherine, “We have actually flown 120 feet. Will be home for Christmas.”
She ran down the street, shoved the telegram at the city editor of the local paper. He read it carefully and smiled, “Well, well! How nice the boys will be home for Christmas!”
 He completely missed the most important message.
Sometimes we can’t see the forest for the trees. We often see details but miss the main idea! 
 I was on the turnpike as this car was pulling off. The guy didn’t seem in much of a hurry, which irritated me, I was. His bumper sticker said “I BRAKE FOR CHRISTMAS.” Easing up on the gas I started to think:  What’s the rush?” 
Do you need to brake for Christmas? Slow down, get the real message, do the real stuff. 

What should we be thinking and doing, if anything, besides shopping?
I. Thinking

II. Taking

III. Talking

I. THINKING ........ABOUT PEOPLE  Matthew 9:35-36

35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people.36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.

Thomas Monaghan  founder, president, and chief executive officer of Domino’s Pizza, was asked about for the phenomenal growth of the company, Monaghan explained, “I programmed everything for growth. Every day we develop people—the key to growth is developing people.” 

Not special cheese, not a tasty crust, not fast delivery,  people! People are the key to any endeavor that wants to be successful.

How can we not think of people? 
When Jesus saw the people, he had compassion. How do you feel when you see the masses of people? Compassion? Indifference? Irritation?...... 
 A young successful attorney said: “The greatest gift I ever received was a gift I got one Christmas when my dad gave me a small box. Inside was a note saying, ‘Son, this year I will give you 365 hours, an hour every day after dinner. It’s yours. We’ll talk about what you want to talk about, we’ll go where you want to go, play what you want to play. It will be your hour!’
“My dad not only kept his promise,” he said, “but every year he renewed it—and it’s the greatest gift I ever had in my life. I am the result of his time.” 
All dads and moms need to pay attention to their children and give them time. We get so busy in life that we don’t have time for one another. We always have too much to do, too many places to go, and too many things to get done. People are often left out .
Are you taking time for people? Your family? A neighbor who needs help? An elderly person? A friend?

Sometimes we think we can’t disrupt or change our plans to help someone else. However, there are times when we should.  We must think more of people since Jesus always took time for people. In fact, the very reason that Jesus left heaven for earth was to seek and to save the lost. He came to save people! 

He also came not to be served, but to serve, TO SERVE PEOPLE!

I. Thinking .... of people

II. Taking ...from people

 A little boy was lost during the Christmas shopping rush. He was standing in an aisle of the busy department store crying, “I want my mommy.” People kept passing by, giving the little boy nickels and dimes.
Finally a clerk came over to him and said, “I know where your mommy is.” The little boy looked up with his tear drenched eyes and said, ..........“So do I........ just keep quiet.”
Some people are only interested in taking from others.
That little boy wasn’t  stealing but he wasn’t going to refuse any coins that people might give him.  

BUT ISN’T THERE SOMETHING BETTER THAT WE CAN TAKE FROM PEOPLE?
Most people possess something that we need. Many have something admirable that we need to add to our own lives!
Philippians 4:8 “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”
We all need to look to the good in others and copy that good.   There are people all around us from whom we can learn many good things, good qualities: grace, politeness, attentiveness, patience, love, generosity, commitment, hard work, service.
There is always something to learn.
I Cor. 11:1 “Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”
Is there someone whose Christ-like example you need take?
I. Thinking of people. 

II. Taking from people. 

III. TALKING TO PEOPLE

Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."

How do we make disciples?

We can’t make people surrender to Jesus or be baptized into Him. We can’t coerce people. Jesus never arm-twisted people and nor should we. We must present the gospel but we never try to force people into following Christ.
However, people need to hear the gospel in order to be able to respond to it. To make disciples we must open our mouths and point people to Christ. 

Sometimes it’s just a word of encouragement
“Let me tell you about something that’s made a difference in my life.”...... “Life is tough."..........." Things go wrong in life and there is only one person I know who can make things right.” 

Many times it’s just a few simple words that can open the door.
ILL.- I’ve got this friend who is not right with the Lord. He needs to surrender to Christ, otherwise I fear for him.
What can I do? I have limited contact. I can call with a few words of kindness about his live and hope it will open the door for more communication. 
If you can’t communicate with someone then there’s little you can do to point them to Christ.
I Peter 3:15 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.”
We always need to be prepared to answer someone if they ask us about our faith. 

How many times in life does anyone ask you about your faith? Not many. We must be prepared to speak when a good opportunity shows itself.
Talking to people about Christ is a must. It’s a must if we want to see them  go to heaven.  ISN’T THIS THE WILL OF GOD AND THE ULTIMATE WISH WE SHOULD HAVE FOR ALL PEOPLE?
God is not willing that any should perish but all come to repentance...all come to Christ.

(Luke 24:31-32)
After Jesus rose from the dead, this incident took place.
"When [the disciples] saw who he was, he disappeared. They said to each other, ’It felt like a fire burning in us when Jesus talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us’" 
 They knew they had been with Jesus because of the fire within them. 

God sets a torch to your soul. 

He gave Jeremiah a fire for hard hearts. 

He gave Nehemiah a fire for a forgotten city. 

He set Abraham on fire for a land he’d never seen. 

He set Isaiah on fire with a vision he couldn’t resist. 

Forty years of fruitless preaching didn’t extinguish the fire of Noah.... 

Jesus comes to set you on fire! 
 DO YOU HAVE THAT FIRE WITHIN? Don’t you have burning within you? And if you have that fire of Christ within you it will make a difference in your life. 

You will be will  interested in

I.  Thinking....  about people 

II. Taking .........from people......

III. Talking .......with people.      Get fired up for Him
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