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Hebrews 8:6-8

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.8 Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

Matthew 19:4-6

4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’5 “and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?6 “So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

I am sure it is well known to most of you we think in pictures.

If I say the word "dog" we each get a different picture of a dog in our heads.

We do not think in words .... 

We do not have the little children color the word JESUS.

We have then color a picture  so later on when they see the word they get a picture of Jesus in their brains.  

We do not look at a picture of Jesus and think of the word written on the screen of our minds.

Since God made us this way do you think he would use some of the same process to communicate his will for us... even ...no..... especially divine concepts.

Exodus 27:1

“You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide—the altar shall be square—and its height shall be three cubits.

Ever read only 1/2 of the instructions?

Ever find it will not work that way no matter how hard you try to force it to work?

Exodus 25:40

40 “And see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain.



Hebrews 8:5

5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”


The tabernacle was intended to be an earthly illustration of heavenly truths. 

Their were spiritual realities that God wanted to communicate through every aspect of the tabernacle’s construction and layout.
Some of you have told me you were in the old meat “E” packing plant in Archbold.

There is a story of a man who  worked there for years. 
He had cut the throats of many animals.
He had heard the cattle bellow, the birds squawk and pigs squeal. 
But one day, a farmer brought a lamb to be slaughtered. 
With business as usual, the man took his sharp knife and cut the lamb’s throat. But the lamb did not squawk and flop like the birds did. And it didn’t squeal and flounder like the pigs. The lamb did not bellow and slump like the cattle. 
Instead, the little lamb just silently stood before the man. With blood flowing from its throat, the lamb tottered toward its executioner and licked the blood from his hands, and began to totter from side to side. Then, it silently slumped to the floor and died.

 
Even tho’ this man was used to killing animals on a regular basis… this disturbed him. For the remainder of the day, the lamb’s death occupied his mind. That night he couldn't sleep After almost a month the man went to his supervisor and said, "I quit! 

The death of that lamb was more than I can bear. I cannot kill another animal. All I can think of is the death of that lamb!" 
Now, that man could quit the meat packing firm, but Israel couldn’t quit it’s sacrifices. Sacrifices were required of them to cover their sins and to allow them to be in God’s presence. 


Sin was /and is/ a terrible thing.


And the cost of our sins calls for a horrible price - the death of a blameless creature to pay for our deliberate sin.

Hebrews 9:11-12

11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation.12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

We think in pictures remember.........

Exodus 27:1

“You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide—the altar shall be square—and its height shall be three cubits.

There is something  wrong with this picture.

 "Build an altar of acacia wood…”    Wood? (What do you do on an alter?)
Wood burns.

Exodus 38:1

He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia wood; five cubits was its length and five cubits its width—it was square—and its height was three cubits.

This was the alter of burnt offering was it not?

If a wooden door is encased in copper, perfectly sealed that  door literally becomes fireproof. 

Wood won’t burn when it’s encased with certain metals… like bronze (an alloy usually made of copper and tin). (2)

Exodus 27:1-2

“You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and five cubits wide—the altar shall be square—and its height shall be three cubits.2 “You shall make its horns on its four corners; its horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall overlay it with bronze.

No other altar in Scripture was ever made of wood.
No other altar in the history of mankind was ever made of wood.
Except one.
Tell me: when Jesus died at Calvary… on what did He die? (the Cross)
What’s the cross made of? (Wood)
Literally, you could say, the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins was made on an altar of wood.
Acacia wood.
Found in the desert and like many desert plants it has a defense mechanism that protects it from predators: 

THORNS
Matthew 27:28-29

28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.29 When they had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”

Now expand the picture to marriage ,is marriage a fragile thing? Is the relationship between Christ and the church a fragile thing.  

Are there marriage failures? Do marriages burn up?  Do people walk away from Christ?

What will protect the marriage, the relationship between Christ and the church.

An alloy in the case of the alter .....bronze.... tin & copper

What is the ally that holds the marriage together

Matthew 19:4-6

4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’5 “and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?6 “So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.”

What is the alloy that holds Christ and the church together?

2 Corinthians 5:17-18

17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,


Colossians 1:27-28

27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 3:26-28

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

Now how do you understand this without the picture of the alter?

Our clothed with Christ does not take away our roles /male / female any more than getting married, becoming one flesh takes away our roles or to ague that wood no longer burns if you make an alter out of it.

It is the alloy that is the key

2 Corinthians 3:18

18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.




Exodus 27:2  “Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece…”

Four horns on the altar?
What are they there for?
Psalm 118:27  “Bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar.” NKJV
Isn't the sacrifice already dead.
Why would you want to tie it to the horns of the altar?

The cords held the sacrifice to the horns of the altar, but it wasn’t the cords that really held the offering there. The offering had already given it’s life to attain forgiveness of sins for the people.

The nails didn’t hold Jesus on the cross.


When Peter pulled his sword and tried to defend Jesus from being arrested at the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said to him "Put your sword back in its place ... Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? Matthew 26:52-53

Jesus went to the cross by His own choice.

YOU CHOOSE

Matthew 16:24

24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

 Pictures......

false picture..... marriage is a 50 /50 proposition  True picture marriage is going to take 100%

No one will wake up in heaven surprised..... It will be because we choose the relationship every day.

Romans 12:1

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.

Think that gives a picture of Christ and the church 

Ephesians 5:32-33

32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.



An Arab chief tells a story of a spy who was captured and then sentenced to death by a general in the Persian army. This general had the strange custom of giving condemned criminals a choice between the firing squad and the big, black door. As the moment for execution drew near, the spy was brought to the Persian general, who asked the question, "What will it be: the firing squad or the big, black door?" The spy hesitated for a long time. It was a difficult decision. He chose the firing squad. Moments later shots rang out confirming his execution. 

The general turned to his aide and said, "They always prefer the known way to the unknown. It is characteristic of people to be afraid of the undefined. Yet, we gave him a choice." 

The aide said, "What lies beyond the big door?" 

"Freedom," replied the general. "I’ve known only a few brave enough to take it."

� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





