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Psalm 139:13-16

13 For You formed my inward parts; 

You covered me in my mother’s womb.

14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

Marvelous are Your works, 

And that my soul knows very well.

15 My frame was not hidden from You, 

When I was made in secret, 

And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.

16 Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. 

And in Your book they all were written, 

The days fashioned for me, 

When as yet there were none of them.



Acts 17:24-28

24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.25 “Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.26 “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,27 “so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;28 “for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’

James 1:17-27

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.

21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.



If there's one thing everybody seems to like, especially  fathers on fathers day,  it's a short sermon.. 

After an ice storm one preacher on Sunday morning stepped to the pulpit and said: 

Had an ice storm last night. Lots of trees are down. Lots of poor people in this town. Electricity is off, they got no heat. I got my pickup outside, my chain-saw and my wood ax. I'm going out to cut some firewood from those trees to help those poor people. Who's going with me? 

The chapel was silent as he strolled out clonked down the  aisle, leaving the people to face themselves before God.

I thought about........ 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

And then just walking out the door. 

People are exceptionally gifted at deceiving ourselves.  We talk up a storm about what the scripture really means and why so many others are wrong, and then you go home thinking we have been religious. 

Deceiving ourselves.

Hear music that moves, a sermon that inspires, pray fervently,  feel guilty or sorry or exalted, get teary feel touched, go home thinking you've been religious. Deceiving ourselves.  

Follow all the rules of Christian moral conduct as your particular assembly defines them, look down on those who aren't as good and disciplined as you  go home thinking you've been religious.  Deceiving ourselves; 

"Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:" says James, "to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world" (James 1:27). 

Some think Jesus should make us feel bad. So we can know we have had really heard from God. Lots of people think they have had a profound spiritual experience because they feel guilty.  That is OUTSIDE IN ....... NOT      INSIDE OUT Wednesday night dinners, Prayer Meeting, Bible study, parties and fellowships, prayer breakfast are all good  but to live inside out  you also need to love people more than process. 

Our spiritual life is incomplete if all we do is take care of ourselves and the people we love. 

As Jesus said, "Big deal! Everybody does that!". James says if you are all talk and no action, you aren't religious, you're a fool! 

How easily we "religious" folk turn away from true religion and make it all a matter of appearance and show. Externally we appear righteous and good; inside we are full of - ourselves. But Jesus said it isn't about appearance, it's about authenticity, about living inside out, acting from our hearts. That means letting God change our hearts to the good, and then living by the love of God which comes from deep inside and leads us to acts of charity and sacrifice and compassion and justice. 

If our religion doesn't make a difference in our relationships,  we aren't really religious, no matter how RIGHT we are. 

Why does the world think we're all hypocrites, and lump us all together as if we weren't any different from those mean-spirited attack Christians or those muddle-headed feel-good gurus? 

Live inside out don't talk too much and do too little. 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

Be doers of the word, and not merely hearers! 

God who made and loves all people, 

Change hearts. Show us how to live by your love with deeds that match our words. May we, your children, not to go to bed at night without thinking, "Who have I helped today besides myself in the name of Christ?" May our prayers consider others in greater measure than ourselves and those we love. And may our church be known for the way we do your love in this place in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





