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In Other Words

The book of Hebrews is a letter of exhortation 

Hebrews 13:22

22 And I appeal to you, brethren, bear with the word of exhortation, for I have written to you in few words.

Addressed to Jewish recipients who had entered the New Covenant or were being drawn that direction. 

Exhortations to hold fast to the truth  of our great High Priest and conduct ourselves in a manner worthy of the New Covenant.

Hebrews 10:32

32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:

 There is a  strong temptation to return to Judaism (law) and the regulations of divine worship under the Old Covenant Hebrews 10:39

39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.



The LAW was inaugurated by God at Mt Sinai, with the nation of Israel, through the mediation of Moses, for the purpose of setting Israel apart as God's special possession and included promises of blessing for obedience and curses for disobedience (therefore a conditional covenant). 

Israel agreed to obey the covenant laws ("All...we will do!"), this agreement being solemnly attested to and ratified by "the blood of the covenant". 

I. Hebrews 8

II. THE FIRST COVENANT                             

III. THE BETTER COVENANT                                         

IV. THE BETTER  PROMISES

I. Hebrews 8

How does the place of service of earthly priests contrast with that of our High Priest Jesus? 

Hebrews 7:25

25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them

 Hebrews 8:5

5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”



What is the main point of the preceding chapters? 

Hebrews 8:1

Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens,
 

Where does He minister? 

Hebrews 8:2

2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.

What is Jesus' ministry in the true tabernacle? 

Hebrews 7:25

25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

II. THE FIRST COVENANT  

How is the first covenant described? Hebrews 8:7

7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second.

What was the fault? Hebrews 8:9

9 “not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the Lord.

People did not continue in OC 

What is the status of the first covenant? 

Hebrews 8:13

13 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.



How is Jesus' ministry described? Hebrews 8:6

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.

III.THE BETTER COVENANT         

Where is this better covenant first mentioned and to whom? Jeremiah 31:31-34

31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—32 “not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the Lord.33 “But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.34 “No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”



Why is it better?

Hebrews 8:8

8 Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

New, as in something never seen before, 

NOT AN UPGRADEED LAW COVENTANT

Why is the NC  a better covenant? 

IV.  BETTER  PROMISES

Hebrews 8:6

6 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.



Better promises 
What are some of the better promises noted in

Hebrews 8:10-12

10 “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.11 “None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.12 “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

"I will" (6x) (no conditions)   How will we know him?

Colossians 1:27-29

27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.29 To this end I also labor, striving according to His working which works in me mightily.



Put His laws into their minds

Write laws upon their hearts
Be their God, they His people

All shall know God

Mercy for their iniquities


Remember their sins no more

When Alexander Graham Bell first introduced his invention it was dismissed.  Bell had to lie to his financial backer by telling him that he was inventing a dual telegraph - a telegraph capable of sending and receiving Morse code at the same time.
But in 1876 Bell patented his invention - the telephone. But people at the time didn’t really understand it. They though the telephone was simply a curiosity with no practical purpose - why would anyone want to talk to another person over a wire?
Today, of course, things are much different. 
To us the need for the telephone is obvious - but not for people living in 1870’s America. They were comfortable with face to face communication - letters, or if totally necessary, a telegraph.  A fast letter. 

Change was difficult - especially to wrap their arms around the potential - at how much better life would be by embracing this new technology.

In other words
CHRISTIANS
Raised in a system of law.   People started telling them about a new way - a supposedly better way - where the faith of Christ  supplanted all their cherished traditions.
They began to move towards this new way - but when persecution rose up .......people bad mouthing this faith stuff as just being an excuse to sin ..........You are easy on sin.....(mom) Do we really do not believe anything....... What will people think of the Wauseon church of Christ if we allow this to go on ............What does that say to the world about us.......... What stand do we take then........... Are we not against sin? Christians, seriously considering abandoning faith and going back to law. 

So the author of Hebrews launches a long and sometimes complicated argument telling them that Jesus, the faith of Christ..... is the better - THE ONLY way to reach God.
He’s been talking about Jesus as our new high priest - who became high priest due to God’s promise, not by being born into Aaron’s line - and supported by God’s oath, which made Jesus a more sure high priest - a guide leading us into God’s eternal rest.
As we move into Chapter 8 and into some of Chapter 9 - he continues this discussion - and his point is that if God had not meant something better, He would not have sent Jesus. This is true in regards to the rest in the Promised Land - and is also true of the covenants, or agreements God made with man. The Old Covenant was designed to show man how weak he is, so that when the New Covenant came along through Jesus - we would see obviously that it was a better way. 

But sometimes it is like trying to convince 19th century Americans that the telephone is better than the telegraph.

Romans 8:1-3

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh,
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