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The J team........ I love it when a plan comes together

In the old t v series the A team George Perpard at the end of an adventure used to lean back and say with a satisfied sigh   I love it when a plan comes together.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

9 Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labor.

10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 

But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 

For he has no one to help him up.

11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; 

But how can one be warm alone?

12 Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. 

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.



We ran a youth program once called J A M   Jesus And Me......

That is not enough a threefold cord is not quickly broken....

We need the J team
Socrates said; "there is no possession more valuable than a good and faithful friend."
Francis Bacon said, "friendship doubles joys and halves grief’s..."
Mark Twain said; "to get the full value out of joy, you must have someone to divide it with..."
God says;

• 2 are, better than one.
• It is good, to have someone to help you get back up.
• To stand with you as you defend yourself
• A cord of three strands is not easily broken…
In the beginning God created everything. 

THERE – was nothing… THEN –BANG there was everything! (Big Bang) What did God say? it was good. 
Day 6  "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…” - Genesis 1:26. 
What does that mean? Eternal....we have learned that  But eternality with no relationships is nothingness .....It’s all about ABOUT relationships…  The J team\
Genesis 2:18; “And the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a companion who will help him…" 
At first it was just Adam, beautiful garden, all kinds of animals to live with and he even got to name them.  NO; health problems, NO financial problems,  NO career concerns, NO houses to buy or sell, NO relational turmoil or retirement issues … 

 – Adam was alone… AND – God said that this was not good… 
Man was made in God’s image… The very essence, the foundation of being in God’s image and likeness is relationship, (let us make man in our image,... Father, Son, Holy Spirit) community… Man was created not only to connect with God… BUT – also with each other… 

J TEAM  .......Not J Silverheals (tonto)
The All Better Book, is a little book in which elementary school kids try to solve some of the world’s toughest problem: 

(what to do about the ozone layer, how to help people stop smoking)… 

Here’s one of the toughest problems … “With billions of people in the world, someone should be able to figure out a system where no one is lonely. What do you suggest?
Kalani, age 8; ‘People should find lonely people and ask their name and address. Then ask people who aren’t lonely their name and address. When you have an even amount of each, assign lonely people and not lonely people together in the newspaper. 

Max, age 9; ‘make food that talks to you when you eat. For instance, it would say, ‘How are you doing?’ and ‘what happened to you today?’

Matt, age 8; ‘we could get people a pet or a husband or wife and take them places.’
Brian, age 8; ‘Sing a song. Stomp your feet. Read a book. (Sometimes I think no one loves me, so I do one of these.) 
“With billions of people in the world, someone should be able to figure out a system where no one is lonely. What do you suggest? John Orteberg in his book, Everyone is Normal Until You get To Know Them....... writes the following in regards to loneliness… 
For Centuries, some of the smartest grown-ups who ever lived have devoted themselves to this problem. This God- designed hunger for community is why Plato wrote The Republic and Augustine wrote The City Of God. It’s why so many of our stories are about longing to reach community – from the Odyssey to Walton’s mountain, from Camelot to Mayberry,...… It’s why we attend church, join bowling leagues and go on blind dates..


Unfortunately’ most of us know from personal experience that there is no sting like the sting of loneliness. 

 ‘loneliness’ said Mother Teresa, is the leprosy of modern society. And no one wants anybody to know they’re a leper.
EVEN - The BIG J when he walked this earth needed friends. He had 12 close friends, Mark 3:14

14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to preach,

 SURE - Jesus wanted them with him so that he could train and prepare them, BUT THERE - was also a matter of fellowship - Jesus liked being around them, He enjoyed their relationship.. Three of the disciples (Peter, James and John) formed an "inner circle" and Jesus included them in activities that the other 9 were not included in. And among these 3, John  called himself, "the disciple that Jesus loved," so apparently even  The BIG J had a best friend.
If Jesus needed friends, how much more do the rest of us. WE – need people who care about us, people with whom we can relax and be ourselves around. 

We all need what I call 3 O’clock in the morning friends ("what can I do are you alright" not "do you know what time it is?")… 

RISK & VALUE 

RISK
Do you find the number of ‘surface’ acquaintances increases, while the number of close friends decreases. I MEAN  (those 3 o’clock in the morning friends)
Why is it that so many Christians are lacking deep intimate/friendships? J TEAM

I.  Our culture and modern life doesn’t promote close friendships.
• we are a busy people with little time, who are constantly allow the urgent – to crowd out the important.......

The urgent is seldom important..... and the important is seldom urgent.. 
We are a surface and small talk society (we can talk; weather, sports, hobbies, politics, movies, but break out hives if conversations get any deeper) .

II. We are a fast food people… We are not use to waiting for anything, we want things fast, we want them now.
The requirement for true intimacy is chunks of unhurried time. If you think you can fit deep community into the cracks of an overloaded schedule – think again. 

Wise people do not try to microwave friendships… you can’t do community in a hurry: 

You can’t listen in a hurry. You can’t mourn in a hurry with those who mourn, or rejoice in a hurry with those who rejoice. 

Many people lack great friends for the simple reason that they have never made pursuing community a high priority.
III.  Developing Friendships is risky; It’s Risky… TO - be open and honest. TO - let someone inside; TO - allow someone to close enough to you, that they see the real you and can hurt you (we don’t like to be that vulnerable) 

Someone has written a book : “Why Am I Afraid To Show You Who I really Am?" .....

 Because you may not like who I am -- and who I am, is all I have.

 Our modern lifestyle does not promote close friendships; 

II.we are a fast food people,

III. it’s risky ......and 
IV. Most of us have been burned in the past...... (and we are gun shy)… 

Have you ever been burned/betrayed by someone who you thought was a friend? How did it make you feel? Same thing happened to David,  Psalm 55… 
Oh, how I wish I had wings like a dove; then I would fly away and rest!
I would fly far away to the quiet of the wilderness. How quickly I would escape--far away from this wild storm of hatred… It is not an enemy who taunts me--I could bear that. It is not my foes who so arrogantly insult me— I could have hidden from them. Instead, it is you--my equal, my companion and close friend. What good fellowship we enjoyed as we walked together to the house of God. Ps 55:6-8. 12-14
THE VALUE
We need friends, we need close friends. BUT AGAIN - the risk is big, the price is high…. AND – because of that many decide that despite the need; it is not worth it. And they therefore choose to be like The lone Ranger..... We don’t find any Bible narrative ending with, “Who was that Masked man“..... Being alone is not really what we want - it’s just safer. Settle for a life in the lowlands or be a part of the J team...
 I know that developing strong friendships is risky business and that it takes time and effort - but I am equally convinced of the fact that I need close friends... AND - because of their great value -- they are worth the risk.....
IT – is so cool to see relationships start to form. TO SEE – community begin to become reality…
The rest of the J team KNOWS WHO YOU ARE
That really is a big deal because most of us spend our entire lives trying to hide who we really are… 

Isn’t great when someone knows the real you 

Romans 15:7

7 Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.



"A friend loves at all times..." Pr 17:17
J team mates love you when everything is going well and when it appears that things will never go well again. When things are easy and when things are hard; when things are convenient and when things are not. ...... John 15:13

13 “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

The word translated life in that verse is an interesting word, the Greeks had two words for life "bios" (physical life - biology) and "zoe" (your spiritual, life your soul, yourself). Which one do you think Jesus uses in John 15:13? "zoe"
 Jesus is teaching here is that a team mate is not simply someone who will jump in front of a bullet to save you or who will run into a burning building to pull you out.. A J team mate is someone who will put your needs above there own; someone who will give up their; time, energy & convenience to help you.  (each of you should look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of others). 
TRUE - J team & love go hand in hand...therefore 
"A team mate is patient, a team mate  is kind, a team mate  does not envy, a team mate  does not boast, a team mate  is not proud. A team mate  is not rude. A team mate is not self-seeking, a team mate  is not easily angered, a team mate keeps no record of wrongs. A team mate does not delight in evil, but rejoices in truth. A team mate  always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres...."

I love it when a plan comes together


He wanted to get to Jesus (we read his story in Mark 2). But he faced some problems; he couldn’t walk, it was crowded and Jesus was inside of a house. what was he going to do?

His cause would have been hopeless were it not for four J team mates who helped him, when these men realized that Jesus was in town healing the sick they just knew they had to get their team mate to him. But the crowd was so great they could not get inside. 
SO - did they turn around and go home? No, they climbed onto the roof and dug through it and then they lowered their team mate onto the floor right in front of Jesus. AND - that paralyzed man walked home that day because he had team mate who helped him.

There is a gift between these team mates trusting vulnerability and dependable faithfulness. This mat, which according to society should have created a great gulf between him and them, Instead became an opportunity for servant hood and acceptance. This group becomes the Fellowship of the Mat. 

Wherever human being love and accept and serve each other in the face of weakness and need, there is the fellowship of the mat.
Everybody has a mat.  It is what is ‘not normal;’ about me. It is the little ‘as is’ tag that I most desire to hide. 

It is only when we allow team mates to see our mat, when we give and receive help with each other, that healing becomes possible. Everyone has a mat.


Maybe your mat is’
A temper you can’t seem to control
Fear
Inability to trust, 

Need to be in control

Inability to speak the language of the heart. 

Maybe your mat involves a terrible secret of some awful thing you did that you still feel guilty about. 

Maybe it is a crushing sense of failure, or inadequacy, or plainness, or loneliness.

Sometimes people spend there whole lives doing ‘mat management.’ They pretend they don’t have a mat. They appear to be so healthy and strong that the people around them assume they could walk anywhere they want to… Their primary goal is to hide their brokenness.

 Who carries your mat for you sometimes.? Who do you show your struggles to? 

Who do you ask to pray for you? Who do you let see your brokenness?
If you want to be on the J team you can’t always be the strong one. You will sometimes have to let somebody else carry your mat.

I love it when a plan comes together

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

9 Two are better than one, 

Because they have a good reward for their labor.

10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 

But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 

For he has no one to help him up.

11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; 

But how can one be warm alone?

12 Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand him. 

And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.



Jesus and me...... and you ..... the j team  the cord of 3 strands
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