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III. COMMITMENT 

Lives of ...compassion, ....consistency, ...cooperation, commitment....... and courage........ come by the power of the resurrected Christ at work in our lives.

TODAY WE WILL LOOK AT COMMITMENT

In the second century, a Christian businessman went to Tertullian and explained his problem. He had been contracted to provide materials for a pagan temple. The man ended his story by saying to Tertullian, "What can I do? I must live!" 

Tertullian replied "Must you?" 

This is how a communist explained the success of his 'religion': 'Of salaries and wages we keep only what is strictly necessary, and we give up our free time and part of our holidays .... How can anybody believe in the supreme value of the [Christian] gospel if you do not practice it, if you do not spread it, if you sacrifice neither time nor money for it? We believe in our communist message and we are ready to sacrifice even our life. But you people are afraid to soil your hands.'

 Philippians 2:25-28

25 Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need;26 since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.27 For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.28 Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful.

 Putting the cause of Christ before comfort.

Paul says of Epaphroditus, "He is your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs." The people of Philippi heard Paul was in jail. In an effort to help, they took an offering to support him while he was under arrest. Epaphroditus was chosen to take the money (4:18).

Epaphroditus’ journey was not an easy one. He covered a rough 800 mile journey which would take some six weeks. Either on the journey or once in Rome, Epaphroditus became ill and nearly died. When news reached Philippi that Epaphroditus was ill, he became more distressed. In verse 26 the term used is of severe emotional anguish. His physical ailment only intensified his mental torment.

But despite all this, Paul highlights his commitment to him. Messenger..   v 25 one sent..... Apostle  .../(?)

to take care of Paul’s needs (verse 25b). The citizen who would serve his city or state in public office, at his own expense. (England) 

The ancient Greek ideal of the such sacrifice may be lost to us today, but those who served often suffered in spite of their willingness to give.

Some pat themselves on the back for always giving 100% at work,  12% on Monday, 23% on Tuesday, 40% on Wednesday; 20% on Thursday and 5% on Friday. Commitment demands much more.

Lots of great starters, but how well do we finish? 

We come out of the blocks strong but have a hard time getting to the finish line. 

Commitment means following through.

Far too often people quit serving, leave behind opportunities to help because such actions are inconvenient or expensive, uncomfortable or require effort. 

Ministry always costs. 

God is looking for people who are willing to pay the price.

Total Commitment

Matthew 8:18-22

18 And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the other side.19 Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You wherever You go.”20 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”21 Then another of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”
1)
Commitment may not be easy, may not be comfortable

2)
Commitment has a cost…are you willing to pay the price?

Matthew 10:24-39

24 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.25 “It is enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his household!26 “Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.
27 “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear, preach on the housetops.28 “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father’s will.30 “But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.31 “Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.
32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.33 “But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.
34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword.35 “For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’;36 “and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.’37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.39 “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.


1)
Commitment may separate friends and loved ones

2)
Our values, morals, and goals MUST SET US APART FROM OTHERS

3)
GOD MUST BE OUR FIRST PRIORITY…are you willing to pay the price?

KEYS to Total Commitment

A)
Expect adversity

1)
2 Timothy 3:12

12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

(a)
commitment will result in being persecuted

(b)
don't be surprised, don't give up

(a)
we will face adversity, we will be hurt

(b)
1 Peter 4:12-14

12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified.

(a)
embrace adversity

B)
Remember who you are trying to please

1)
self? parents? neighbors? children? brothers and sisters? Or

2)
God?

C)
Do not cling to the world

1)
Matthew 10:38-39

38 “And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.39 “He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.


(a)
If you cling to this life, you will forfeit the best from Christ

(b)
Life's rewards are empty

(c)
Loosen your greedy grasp on life

III)
Total Commitment Is Worth It 

A) Matthew 5:11-12

11 “Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.



Rise up and meet the challenge to deepening your commitment to Jesus!

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 


May God's courage fill your hearts, 

and God's strength be in your legs; 

May God's right arm be upon you, 

and God's shoulder be at your back; 

May God's passion inflame your spirit, 

and the dignity of God's presence guide your play 

and stem your temper; 

This day, may God's enduring fortitude 

raise you up to be men 

who are strong, noble and wise. 

May the blessing of Almighty God descend upon you, 
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