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I. Compassion

II. CONSISTENCY

III. COMMITMENT 

IV. COOPERATION

V.  COURAGE  

A psychology professor at the University of Miami knew his students expected a terrifyingly long final exam. To play with their minds a little(what do you expect from a psychology professor?) he only put ONE question on the final exam.
He watched the reactions of the students as they all opened the exams and saw the one question. Initially they all looked relieved, but as the difficulty of the question began to sink in, those relieved faces sagged to confusion and consternation. All, that is, except for one student. He read the question, tapped his pencil into his palm a few times, then jotted something down on the test paper. He walked up to the professor, handed him the final, and walked out. The professor blinked in surprise, looked at what the student wrote, and smiled. The professor wrote "100%" on the top of that student's test.

The question: What is courage?

The student's answer: This is.

V. COURAGE - Verses 29-30Philippians 2:29-30

29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem;30 because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in your service toward me.



To be a success means to put service before security.

Today's value systems says do everything you can to provide security for yourself.  God is looking for people with courage, who are willing to risk for the kingdom of God, who are willing to serve God with reckless abandonment.

Courage is not limited to the battlefield, the Indianapolis 500 or bravely catching a thief in your house. The real tests of courage are much deeper and much quieter. They are the inner tests, like remaining faithful when nobody’s looking, like enduring pain when the room is empty, like standing alone when you’re misunderstood.

Every human on this earth is born with a tragedy, and it isn’t original sin. He’s born with the tragedy that he has to grow up. A lot of people don’t have the courage to do it.

Epaphroditus was a grown up, a man of courage that Paul insists we should honor. Epaphroditus put his life on the line; he risked his life to be sure Paul would have enough money and so the Philippian church would be able to help Paul.

The word “risking” is a gambling term meaning to stake everything on just one roll of the dice. Epaphroditus put his life on the line; he gambled with life itself so that the Gospel would not suffer.

In the days of the early church there was an association of men and women called "the gamblers." It was their aim to visit the prisoners and the sick, especially those who were ill with dangerous diseases. In AD 252 plague broke out in Carthage. The non-Christians threw out the bodies of their dead and fled in terror. Cyprian gathered his congregation together and set them to burying the dead and nursing the sick in the plague-ravaged city. In doing this, they saved those who were left. Christians should have the courage to gamble with their lives to serve Christ and people.

Are you playing life safe, maintaining a protective strategy to keep yourself from failure? 

Are you willing to set safety aside and see what God wants in your life? There is no such thing as a risk free faith.

Courage is the mastery of fear – not absence of fear

What we don’t understand is that while the risk may appear to be ours, when we throw ourselves into serving God, seeking to glorify Him, honor Him, all the perceived risks shrink when we compare them to all that God can and will do through you and I when we are willing to risk our lives for the Gospel.
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 "Example is the most powerful rhetoric." 

You can conquer almost any fear if you will only make up your mind to do so. For remember, fear doesn’t exist anywhere except in the mind.

We find our true success in Christ. When we have not met God’s criteria, when we fall short of the list, there is good news: Christ has lived up to God’s criteria - He lived a life of perfect success.

Our success comes by grace through faith in Christ. Paul uses the life of these two men to illustrate what Christ does perfectly. 

Not only was Christ successful for me, now He can be successful through me.

Lives of compassion, consistency, cooperation, commitment and courage come by the power of the resurrected Christ at work in our lives.  He suffered in our place. 

 These qualities are ours by God’s declaration. Just we have died with Christ, we are now also raised with Him in new life.

It is often easier to fight for principles than to live up to them.

What do you want to hear people say as they stare in your casket?  ...................  “Look, he’s moving!”

The resurrected life means that indeed we are moving. The eulogy pronounced for you and me is one which we have been graciously given by God. The good news of the Gospel means you are not dead, that you are alive and called to obedience. If you are in Christ, you have not only died to sin, but are now also raised to new life. In Christ we have God’s definition of success given to us and we are empowered to live out that life. So now we, like Timothy and Epaphroditus before us can live a life of compassion, consistency, cooperation, commitment and courage.

One of Ben Franklin’s many discoveries was that plaster sown in fields would make plants grow better. He shared this discovery with his neighbors only to be mocked. They argued that plaster would have no affect on grass or grain.
Not one who liked to argue Franklin let the matter drop and said no more about it. Early the next spring he did however go and planted some gain. Along a path which ran along his field, were he knew would be traveled by his neighbors he traced some letters with finger, he put plaster and then sowed seeds in the field.
After about a week or so the seeds began to sprout up. His neighbors were very much surprised to see, in brighter green then all the rest of the field the writing "This has been plastered". Ben Franklin did not need to argue any more with his neighbors about the benefits of plaster for the fields. For as the season went on and the grain grew, these bright green letters just rose up above all the rest until they were a kind of bas-relief in the field -- "This has been plastered".
I use this to illustrate the point that rather then argue what Mr. Franklin knew to be true, he simply proved his point by example. Because in reality that is the way people really tend to believe anything, through example. 

We may extol the virtues of being a Christian, we may argue the truth of the Christian faith until we are blue in the face, but if our example does not match up with our claims, no one is going to take us very seriously. 

�  The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.


�  The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





