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Psalm 136:1-26

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 

1 For His mercy endures forever.

2 Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! 

For His mercy endures forever.

3 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! 

For His mercy endures forever:

4 To Him who alone does great wonders, 

For His mercy endures forever;

5 To Him who by wisdom made the heavens, 

For His mercy endures forever;

6 To Him who laid out the earth above the waters, 

For His mercy endures forever;

7 To Him who made great lights, 

For His mercy endures forever—

8 The sun to rule by day, 

For His mercy endures forever;

9 The moon and stars to rule by night, 

For His mercy endures forever.

10 To Him who struck Egypt in their firstborn, 

For His mercy endures forever;

11 And brought out Israel from among them, 

For His mercy endures forever;

12 With a strong hand, and with an outstretched arm, 

For His mercy endures forever;

13 To Him who divided the Red Sea in two, 

For His mercy endures forever;

14 And made Israel pass through the midst of it, 

For His mercy endures forever;

15 But overthrew Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea, 

For His mercy endures forever;

16 To Him who led His people through the wilderness, 

For His mercy endures forever;

17 To Him who struck down great kings, 

For His mercy endures forever;

18 And slew famous kings, 

For His mercy endures forever—

19 Sihon king of the Amorites, 

For His mercy endures forever;

20 And Og king of Bashan, 

For His mercy endures forever—

21 And gave their land as a heritage, 

For His mercy endures forever;

22 A heritage to Israel His servant, 

For His mercy endures forever.

23 Who remembered us in our lowly state, 

For His mercy endures forever;

24 And rescued us from our enemies, 

For His mercy endures forever;

25 Who gives food to all flesh, 

For His mercy endures forever.

26 Oh, give thanks to the God of heaven! 

For His mercy endures forever.
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hank you. Those two words are among the most important and appreciated in any language. He who does a good deed is often satisfied to hear "thank you" as his only reward. It's too bad the phrase is so underused. 

Ingratitude is probably the most prevalent sin. 

It is easier to feel pity than appreciation. 

It seems easier to criticize than compliment.  

We should have developed the habit of expressing our gratitude by the time we were 3 years old. 

Most people probably regard themselves as being properly thankful. If they really are full of thanks, that's wonderful. But thankfulness must be expressed to others to be worth much. 

Giving thanks is much better than just being thankful. THANKSGIVING

Giving thanks is good for both parties, the giver and the receiver. 

Thankfulness tends to be passive. 

Thanksgiving is active. 

Thanks are something that need to be given away--making everyone richer. Note that the national holiday Americans celebrate is called Thanksgiving Day, not "Be Thankful" Day.

True Story,  Tom teaching Wed Night

Turkey Day........, characterized more by gluttony than gratitude. 

Meanwhile people in poor, undeveloped countries look on the United States as incredibly rich and self-indulgent instead of thankful for its abundance, comforts and conveniences. 

Thankfulness oriented outward 
When people regard themselves as thankful, it often is more accurate to say they are merely glad about something. 

The word thankful implies that someone else deserves credit and a "thank you." 

Anyone could say, "I'm thankful I have a good job" and simply mean he is glad to have that job. 

How much better it would be to think of the many people throughout his life who helped prepare him to be qualified for that job. 

Even better would be for him to thank as many of those people as possible. 

Merely being glad or "thankful" can be self-centered. Saying "thank you" is other-centered. Expressing gratitude is oriented outwardly. We should make it a habit to thank people. When we do, we are sure to make people happier.

Are you thankful for your education? Thank your parents and a whole host of teachers. 

Are you thankful for your freedoms? We owe much to our forefathers and statesmen. Are you thankful for your health? You can thank your parents for good genes and a healthful diet. You can thank your parents and a farmer or rancher. 

Are you thankful you have regular trash pickup? Thank your garbage man. 

Concerning thanksgiving, wouldn't it be nice if companies had a bigger need for thank-you departments than they have for complaint departments? 

The Bible encourages giving thanks 
When it comes to the need to be thankful, the Bible emphasizes action over passivity. In the New King James Version of the Bible, the word thankful appears only three times, Ps 100:4, Rom 1:21, Col 3:15,  and unthankful appears only twice Lk 6:35,  2 Tim 3:2,. 

Thanksgiving occurs 31 times.

The phrases give thanks or give You [God] thanks occur 43 times. 

The words thank and God occur in the same verse 15 times; thanks and God are used together 23 times; thank or thanks and Lord appear together 43 times. 

The word praise implies a big thank-you given with an abundance of admiration and respect. 

The world would be a better place with more praise and less criticism. 

Children often require less punishment for misbehavior when there is plenty of praise for good behavior. 

If we praised our families and coworkers, our homes and workplaces would be far less tense and would experience more peace and productivity. 

The Bible stresses that the greatest praise should go to God. Praise and God occur in the same verse 57 times, and praise and Lord occur together 97 times. 

Are you thankful for a beautiful day, a gorgeous rainbow, a spectacular sunset? Tell God about it! Thank the One who created it all! 

We should be extremely grateful for all our benefits and blessings, and express it. Continually tell your family and friends how much you appreciate them. 

Say thank you to everyone who serves you in any way. Make it a habit to say thank you as often as you can find any reason to say it. 

Each Day be sure to offer a heartfelt prayer of thanksgiving to the great Creator God who is primarily responsible for the United States of America being a great nation with amazing abundance.

Let's make every day a day of giving thanks--a thanksgiving day. I'm going to try harder, and I hope you'll join me. Come on. You can say it: Thank you. 
� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





