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Zechariah 7:10-11

10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, 

The alien or the poor. 

Let none of you plan evil in his heart 

Against his brother.’

11 “But they refused to heed, shrugged their shoulders, and stopped their ears so that they could not hear.

The Quartet of the vulnerable

I. Widow

II Fatherless

III. Alien

IV. Poor

Friday night Mary Jo and I had 30 min to kill before we could go home.

The youth high jack our home on Friday nights from 7 to 10.

We have sort of made that our "date night."
Having peaked early, (our time in Wal-Mart did not take as long as we thought it would.) We "cruzed" Wauseon.

M J noticed it first up by the court house there is a store front church of Christ with a poster board out front that says  Hear....Believe.....Confess.....Repent.....Be baptized  

Mary Jo said "Do they think that's all there is?"

Now those are the steps to be born again. I think they may have even had the scriptures listed to show that and I think that is great

But I have meet people who think that is all there is.

What about those of us who are born again,... are we just waiting to get others into the club then go to heaven?

Deuteronomy 10:17-18

17 “For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality nor takes a bribe.18 “He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing.

“All that is necessary for evil to triumph is that good men do nothing”

Should the world be a better place because of the Lord's church?

Deuteronomy 27:19

19 ‘Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the stranger, the fatherless, and widow.’ 

And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’

Now perhaps this is all old testament stuff ...... the message now is just to get baptized.  ???

We have spoke the last few Sundays nights about the eternal purpose  if there is an eternal purpose is it not reasonable to look for a purpose to be born again ..... more than just me not going to hell?

Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 “Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.16 “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.


Is this scripture as binding as Acts 2:38?   God will not tolerate us throwing out Acts 2:38... to be salt and light, we must believe and practice it all.

Generous Justice

January 22nd 1973 38 years ago yesterday is the day the United States Supreme Court ruled on the Roe v. Wade making abortion legal for any reason during the entire term of pregnancy. Since then over 40 MILLION babies have died, and it follows, around 40 MILLION mothers have lost a child. 


Do not compound with condemnation the guilt and scars and anguish on those who have destroyed another human. 

We probably all know someone who has been touched by this .  We just may not know, that we know. We just may not know who.  There are people with scars that never show. 

Generous Justice.  

The church of the Lord must look for ways to reconcile those who are estranged from God, even for those who have made decisions to end another’s life--whether pre-born or in a nursing home.
John 10:10 
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
1 John 3:8 is true, too
He that commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sins from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy (undo) the works of the devil.

The Quartet of the vulnerable

I. Widow

II Fatherless

III. Alien

IV. Poor

I. Widow

1 Timothy 5:3-7

3 Honor widows who are really widows.4 But if any widow has children  or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.5 Now she who is really a widow, and left alone, trusts in God and continues in supplications and prayers night and day.6 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she lives.7 And these things command, that they may be blameless.

II Fatherless

Psalm 10:18

18 To do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, 

That the man of the earth may oppress no more.



III. Alien

Psalm 69:7-8

7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; 

Shame has covered my face.

8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, 

And an alien to my mother’s children;



IV. Poor

Luke 14:13

13 “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.


Rom 13:9
The commandments, "Do not commit adultery," "Do not murder," "Do not steal," "Do not covet," and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 10 Love does no harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 11 
And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12
The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.
Rom 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
I propose that we will have infinitely more success at drawing souls to Him if we show His light with love and good works than if we shine it in the world’s face. 

Salt that is force-fed rather than sprinkled is embittering. 

Light that has glared rather than glowed is more blinding...

Those are the points I hope to help us all with in focusing on Generous Justice 
If we fight the world in the public arena, even in the assembly, by put downs and mocking, rather than the powers of darkness in the prayer arena, we’ll alienate our audience and end up with an empty house - however clean. 

But, if we light the world with generous justice reach out to multitudes in the dark some of who will tire of the evil and emptiness and be looking for a place to come in. Let’s keep the light on.
Under extreme fear, driven by pressure many will violate  moral codes.
Guilt is cumulative. People often carry  an enormous load of guilt. For lots of reasons, perhaps for aborting part of the soul under extreme fear or pressure. 
Guilt that is not resolved turns into hatred, bitterness, hardness of heart, defiance, and displays itself in destructive and compulsive behaviors-things like drinking, gambling, drug abuse, or promiscuity. 
You know at least one person who has violated their moral code even though you may not know about the event. You are being affected, either directly, or by association, or indirectly. 
Resolve now that you will not add to the horror of their situation, but will be an instrument of their reconciliation.

Generous Justice

Philippians 2:13

13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

Stay informed... Your Dr may not bring up moral issues. Fertility issues, family planning issues, end of life issues.
The lines have been blurred for us, but the issue is still the same. 

Human Life has intrinsic value. 

You are valuable to God and to His other humans not just because of what you do, or the potential you possess, or  some feat in your past. 

You are of value to God because you are.

That's generous justice

Ephesians 2:10

10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.



 As lights shining in the darkness, God uses us to point the way for people who are without Christ and seeking direction. He uses us to reveal the moral and spiritual decay of our society. He uses us to dispel the fear and hopelessness that has captured our world.

Be used seek out the 

The Quartet of the vulnerable this week 

I. Widow

II Fatherless

III. Alien

IV. Poor

and show some generous justice and by the way don't forget

hear, believe, confess, repent, and be baptized the harvest is plenty but the laborers are few.
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