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	1. GHD is the ULTIMATE low-maintenance holiday.
2. You don't have to buy anyone anything.
3. You don't have to send any cards
4. You don't have to decorate anything
5. Nobody cares if the Ground Hog is really right or not...it generates no debate
6. No special foods have to be prepared and nobody overeats
7. No special clothes are required as in ties or socks or silly costumes
8. Nobody comes to your house wanting candy
9. Nobody pinches you, pranks you, and folks don't typically get drunk to celebrate it.
10. The banks and post office don't close.
11. Its always on the same day every year
12. You don't have to travel anywhere
13 .If you completely forget about it nobody cares...no pressure!
14. There are no dangerous fireworks to worry with
15. Nobody has to sneak around in your house late at night
16.There are no eggs to fool with
17.You don't have to wrap anything
18. Nobody ever gets Post Ground Hog Day depression
19.You don't have to prepare any special sermons for the day
20.The in-laws don't feel compelled to visit
21. You don't have to put out any flags
22.Nobody riots or protests 
23. Nobody had to die to have it.
24.Its a good reminder that winter is almost over.
25.You don't feel guilty about not cleaning up a cemetery. 


Luke 16:19-31

19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day.20 “But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate,21 “desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.22 “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried.23 “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.26 ‘And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house,28 ‘for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’29 “Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’30 “And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’31 “But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”


Generous Justice Groundhogs, Woodchucks, and Whistlepigs  

In Luke sixteen verses one to eight, Jesus told the parable about the wise steward “making friends for himself” by his wise use of money. The rich man did not “make friends” i.e.  bring justice so he was not received into the heavenly home. The rich man avoided the poor Lazarus in this world. 

This avoidance behavior, sins of omission, turns around in the

 next life. 
Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
Two themes here 

1. Reversal of fortune 

2. Hardness of heart 

Even should one return from the dead and tell of eternal justice the “hard of heart” will not be convinced and change. 

In John's account there was a Lazarus, a friend of Jesus, who returned from the dead and many remained unmoved. So did Jesus rise from the dead and many remained hardhearted. 


In verse nineteen, a rich man dressed in purple…feasted sumptuously every day: This dude was "style'n"  fit for a king.
In verse twenty, poor ol Lazarus, covered with sores: No money, no health, no government health care no body to move in with.  He got nothing but his name.  

Lazarus is a shortened form of Eleazar, which means “God has helped.” 

Since God alone helped Lazarus he is well named.


In verse twenty-one, the scraps that fell from the…table: 

Thin pieta bread was often used for a napkins.  Sitting outside the door Lazarus would wait for it. Beggars do not hang out in places where there is no chance of food or alms.


In verse twenty-two, when the poor man dies he was carried away by angels:  Poor people would be left where they died until carted away. People would say that angels took care of them.
To the bosom of Abraham: “Bosom” connotes intimacy, like a child lying in a parent’s lap. The picture would be of the closeness of the guest to the host of a banquet. Lazarus, deprived of food  on earth, now enjoys a heavenly banquet right next to Abraham, a banquet where the rich man is now on the outside looking in. The “tables” are turned. 

It is implied that Lazarus, though poor and sore, lived a life pleasing to God, whereas the rich man did not.
In verse twenty-three, In Hades: The Greek word Hades, now seen as a state of punishment for sins either of commission or omission.
In verse twenty-four, have mercy on me: In the afterlife it is the rich man who is the beggar.
Send Lazarus: ..... He has not learned his lesson ..... You ever notice that... some people really have such nerve.  Lazarus does not exist simply to do his bidding, to wait on him, to meet his needs. He remains arrogant, and doesn't even seem to realize it.  He is still; centered on his own needs and wants, ignoring others. 

He did finally know Lazarus’ name. But there is no apology for ignoring him, only a plea that he be his  .... go fer.  Don't forget........Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs.
Cool my tongue:  The tongue that brought him such earthly pleasure in dining sumptuously is now  the source of  greatest pain.
In verse twenty-six, a great chasm: Jesus teaches that those who show mercy will have mercy shown them. 

The great chasm has been created not by physical distance, they could talk to and see each other, but by the absence of mercy.  It is a spiritual distance created more by avoidance than by actual cruelty....... Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
It is now time for justice.
Verse twenty-seven, send him to my father’s house: The rich man still thinks of Lazarus as a go fer

Subject to his commands. The rich man has grown a bit,  he thinks of others now, if only family members. 

Implied, of course, is the defense that “had I known I would have done otherwise.” He was never warned, so he should warn his brothers lest they end up in the same sorry state. He wants them to know not that eternity is a place of joy but that hell is a place of torment. He knows nothing of the joy of Lazarus, only his own misery.
Verse twenty-nine, they have Moses and the prophets: Miraculous returns from the dead do not convince those “hard of heart.” No evidence is enough for that. 

If the brothers of the rich man have refused to listen to and be affected by the word of God then they shall end up the same.
Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
If someone from the dead goes to them then they will repent: They need a spectacular miracle. 

Verse thirty-one: Request denied .

On earth it seems Lazarus was a quiet fellow. He accepted his lot in life without complaint. In eternity he remains silent, does not gloat over the rich man, now poor, and does not express resentment when the rich man presumes he is still superior to him. 

The rich man has not changed. He is concerned with his own comfort, now discomfort. He is quite sensitive to even the slightest injustice that might have been done him, implying that no one warned him about hell, had they, he would have lived differently, all the while being insensitive to the injustice the poor were suffering.
That was the rich man’s sin. It was not that he committed great atrocities or even done something wrong. His sin was he had done nothing. 

His whole life was about him and how he felt.  He was a taker, a user, a consumer. To him Lazarus was just part of the landscape, his begging poverty just part of the status quo, as natural for Lazarus as his own wealth was natural to him. It is clear from his request that his brothers be warned that neither he nor they paid any attention to God’s word. They lived their lives with themselves at the center. Their universe a rather small and enclosed circle. What a surprise to the rich man when he woke up and found that there is justice after all. Generous Justice

The rich man did not forbid the scraps from his table to be given to Lazarus he had not been cruel to him or kicked him. But he ignored him and considered himself superior to him and God does not like that. 

Wallowing in luxury while a fellow human being wallows in misery, want and pain is really displeasing to God.
Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
We do not have to be abundantly money-rich in order to succumb to insensitivity. We merely have to be “comfortable,” and most of us are comfortable most of the time. 

We can become so used to the status quo that we presume our good fortune and the ill fortune of others is the way it is supposed to be.   What we share and give away on earth will come back to us in eternal currency. 

Even the poor have much to share with others. No one need be “poor” in love, for any love shared is also love returned to the giver.  

The great gulf between the rich and poor on earth will be matched by a great abyss between the rich and poor in eternity.
It is for the “rich of the earth” to bridge that gulf now before it is too late.
Pleasure and comfort often dulls us to the sufferings of others. Personal pain and discomfort sensitizes us to their plight.
In the end, where it counts, justice will prevail. Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
 Personal visits from those already physically dead would have little effect on those who ignore the word of God.
The economically poor Lazarus could have let his misery get the best of him and resent the rich man or all rich people, simply for being rich when he was not. He could have resented the injustice of it all. Had that happened, Lazarus would have been virtually the same as the rich man, indeed “virtually rich,” that is, rich in all other aspects but the economic sense. Rich in condescension towards others, rich in guarding and preserving and prolonging the status quo at all costs, rich in insensitivity to others. One does not have to have the money of a wealthy person to have the traits of injustice. 

Jesus did return from the dead and yet everyone has not been convinced of the truth of his message.  If we are “greedy in spirit,” that attitude blocks hearing the message. “Wealth,” as the term is used here, not only makes us insensitive to the plight of others but also insensitive to the light of God’s word. Even in hell the rich man remained arrogant and thought of Lazarus as someone he could use to do his bidding. Lazarus was to him merely a poor man, at the service of rich people one to be ordered around, whose only function is to serve his needs whenever called upon.  Part of his torture was to know that people still on earth whom he cared about would end up like him if they did not accept God’s word and, yet, he was powerless to stop it. He learned about powerlessness too late.  When we interpret every moment of our earthly lives in the light of eternity we avoid falling into the abyss. Groundhogs, woodchucks, and whistlepigs  You got to stick your head out to see your shadow.
� The Holy Bible, New King James Version, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc.) 1982.





