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The Groan *
2 Corinthians 5:1-7

1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
“For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.”
2 cor 7:1 says “Consistence in our holiness”
 “Perfecting holiness in the fear of God”

*
Proverbs 17:12
Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, Rather than a fool in his folly.
Never get between a bear and her cubs
Anna stopped to get gas, her 3 kids were in the car 6, 4, & 18 months

A man snatched her purse and jumped in the car

She screamed at the 4 and 6 year olds to get out of the car. As they scrambled out the man floored the car with the 18 month old still strapped in the car seat.

Anna held on to the drivers side door punching the robber in the nose and somehow scratching and clawing managed to pull her self into the car. In the chaos the thief stalled the car and began to run away from this mama bear on foot….  When I read this I thought you go Anna

*

Inspiration is the fuel of passion

Passion is the flame

Inspiration is what feeds the flame

6 So we are always confident…… verse 6 says

Who is responsible for feeding the flame?

2 Corinthians 5:19

19 that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
2 Timothy 1:6-7

6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

Keep on stirring…..  If your passion dies who is to blame?
I must keep feeding the fires of passion while groaning…..not groaning because it is so hard….that is called whining, complaining and God called it murmuring and he don’t like it much see the 2 book of the Bible….. Exodus    but …  clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, (verse 2)
*

I. Invest in Inspiration

Matthew 6:21

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Many think… When my heart kicks into gear I will give of my resources

The Bible says …I am going to get involved because familiarity will increase my awareness.

I invest my treasure first then my heart will follow

We all have the same resources
Time

Talent

Treasure

*

II. Inquire for Inspiration

Find a mentor  

Ask, Read, Dig, don’t stop thinking  

Together scriptures

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
This is often used as a “come to church” proof text

I would suggest it is much more than that…Get around people you want to be like…….  Find someone you can see Christ in and has the personally and  amount of talent time & treasure you want  then get around them and do what they do….Of course people will call you a “want to be” who do you want to be like…..Paul said imitate me as I imitate Christ.                    Steve Doty 
*

IV. Get involved to find Inspiration

Which inspires you more, being the only person in a football stadium of being one of 104,000 screaming fans?

We feed of each other.

Get involved at a level bigger than you are

The creative process is never done!!!

*

V. Imagine for Inspiration

I do not like heights… In order to cross this bridge I need to cross it in my mind first to see my self on the other side I would need to cross it long before I get there.

“Never cross a bridge till you come to it has been used as a cloak for mental laziness.

The world is owned by men who cross bridges miles ahead of the parade.

“ If you think you can you can….. If you think you can’t you can’t, either way your right.

So practice your victory dance

Your job is to fuel your passion.

Inspiration is the fuel you need.

*

Who you groaning for ……

Groaning for you…… or groaning for Jesus….  .for heaven. .        for the character of Christ Jesus our Lord 

2 Corinthians 5:5-7

New King James Version (NKJV)

5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

