
Baptism – cleansing 

John’s baptism – for the remission of sins 

• Acts 13:23-24 

• Matthew 3:11 

• Luke 3:3 

 

John immerses as well as Jesus 

• John 3:22-23, 30 

o Much water – full immersion 

• John 4:1-2 

 

But Jesus, warning people of the onrushing New Covenant would make statements like 

this: 

• John 3:3-7 

 

Then at the end of his life Jesus would say the following: 

• Mark 16:16 

• Matthew 28:19-20 

o Which baptism is this? 

� Ephesians 4:4-5 when the book of Ephesians was written (Approx 

60 AD ) there was only one baptism. Which was that?  

o The baptism that was left was the one that Jesus said was going to last 

until the end of the age. Which one is that? As He mentioned here, it is 

men baptizing men. And this message will be for all nations.  

 

So Jesus Dies, Resurrects, and Ascends – thus bringing the church, the kingdom, the New 

Covenant. What are the terms of this New Covenant? 

• Acts 2:37-43 

o All Nations – Jew and Gentile 

o All scripture coincides with this statement 

o So this immersion like they had been prepared for was for the forgiveness 

of sins and with one other major upgrade – the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit could not be given until Jesus was glorified (John 7:37-39) 

o Acts 2:40 tells the people to save themselves showing that this was a 

voluntary immersion in water – from man to man 

 

Other Examples 

• Acts 8:26-38 

o The preaching of the gospel is from person to person 

o The preaching of Jesus includes immersion in water 

o Some say this person was the first Gentile converted but we know that is 

not true – Acts 15:7 

• Philip converted this person; Peter converted Cornelius in Acts 10 

• Acts 9:3-19 

o Was Paul saved on the Damascus Road? – No 

• Acts 22:16 – Paul’s sins were not forgiven at this point. 



o Why didn’t Jesus preach the gospel message to Paul?  He did not do so 

because the gospel message is always delivered from person to person. 

• Acts 10:47-48 

o Conversion of Cornelius - Immersion in the name of Jesus Christ takes 

place in water. 

• Acts 19:1-5 

o Immersion in the name of Jesus Christ is the only way you get the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. 

o Paul’s question “into what then were you baptized” is extremely important 

after they mention they have not heard of the Holy Spirit. That shows you 

that immersion should bring about the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Is it really immersion that saves you?   

You will have people tell you all the time that immersion does not save you, faith does. 

• I Peter 3:20-21 

o Now the funny thing – Peter says it does save you – not that it is the 

removal of dirt from the flesh, it is an appeal to God for a clean 

conscience. 

o Again notice that this immersion that Peter is referring to takes place in 

water – just as 8 people were brought through the water immersion now 

saves you.  

 

Did Paul ever mention anything about baptism?  

There are some that say Paul did not think it was important. 

• Romans 6:1-11 

o It is your participation in the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. 

o It is the burial of the old man of sin and the resurrection of the newly 

created spiritual man – you have been born again. This time you are not 

born of earthly parents, you are born of God. So stop acting like them, and 

act like Him.  

• Galatians 3:26-29 

o So immersion is part of your faith and we have put on the clothes of 

Christ. And with that being done, there are no longer any genealogies to 

look at. We are all Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise. 

• Colossians 2:9-14 

o Christians are the new circumcision of Christ and that is all done through 

our immersions into Christ. It is not based on physical nationality; it is 

based on spiritual nationality. We are born again into the new kingdom of 

God.  

• I Corinthians 12:13 

o By one Spirit, we were all immersed into one body.  

o Now if you have Baptist Ministers come over to your house, they are 

going to teach you how to accept Christ into your heart. Then when you 

bring up immersion, they will do the following: 

� I Corinthians 1:14 and then jump to 17 



• Then say “see there were a lot of Christians in Corinth but 

only a few were immersed, Crispus, Gaius and the 

household of Stephanus. So immersion has nothing to do 

with salvation.” 

� But Paul explains in I Corinthians 1:15 that the reason he did not 

immerse a lot of people of there was so that they would not say 

there were immersed in Paul’s name. 

o But as we see from I Corinthians 12:13, all Corinthian Christians were 

immersed into Christ. 

� Also look at Acts 18:8 

• So during one of Paul’s missionary journeys, many in 

Corinth were believing and being immersed.  

• Titus 3:5 

• Ephesians 5:6 

 

  

 

  

 

  


